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as a great anne that he was the 
_ fame Meſſenger, I might inſiſt on the Ace- 
complithinens of the Event threatened; 
that the Generality of this People not pro- 
fiting by his Miniſtry, but continuing diſ- 
obedient, and unprenur d for the Lords 
Coming, actually fell under the Curſe they 
were in that Caſe menaced with by the 
Prophet, and their Poſterity and Country 
continue to this Day a diſmal Spectacle of | 
it, This is found in the laſt Words of 
Malachi ; Behold, I will ſend you Elijob 
the Prophet, before the coming of the great 
and dreadful Dæ of the Lard. And be. 
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ö But 1 1 tw to apply. , 
; , 1 and lie * That Temple is ; 
<tr; ther m 18; Jeſus, bei 57 = 
i ple. 1 5 . _ would ; E 
| ditions, te 6 IO, 
ſt Ground 
| _ "hays. a yon them 


out 75 theſe Dreams qi cams. * e wack 8. get | : | 
Now therefore. it remains only. to en 
with what 1 began; ; our own Dag 2 


— , . 5 
+ — a 
— W 

—_— „ ” = _ 2 5 — - 1 i 
2 A — £ 2 — 
ws - 2 — 4 _ 

— —— - — X — — 32 a = x Ya 

- D 0 — —— — 

* — — * — 2 > = 6 
— — — —ö —.— 2 — 3 — 
— ——ñ—ä — a — = . - > 

. 2 — - - 
— £ 1 2 * 
— — — — l - 0 2 


—— — — - * 
K ²˙ ! ²˙ V 7 —·˙‚Ü— on et ene oe —— ES 
* % # * 
= 4 x 
* b 


— — ——— —— — 


Works: And ae Prophiet's / Thregtai 
Hes before "you, chüt os Shoei not 


„ AP 
ber —. 4 


' tolerable for them in the 
that greater yet, and more” 
the Lord, denounced to wem. 
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ie to hlt, whoſe © Dita 
is further aſſerted, 


 Preached on St. John Baptiſts D | 
1 nn bse | 
: Maxx „ 1vjer nil 
7 The Fai vibe of one crying in : the N 1 I 
8  derneſs, Prepare ye the Way of - 
n the Lard, make bit Paths Praights. by 

16 
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2 HESE Words contain Sex, 
the Character and Com- III. 
miſſion of Jobn _— 
Baptiſt. They are ta- 
ken out of the xlth of 
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EPS [/ai2h + For his Office 
and Birth were foretold by Prophets and 

4 Angels. The End of his Miffion, and 3 
Vor. * „ Succeſs 


led, 09. every. Ae and Hill 
brought low ; and tbe crooked ſhall be mad 
Araigbt, ond the rough Ways ſpall be mady 
ſmooth ; and all Hehe 180 ies the Salvation 
| ff. God, | PINE.” 
This is the Image or Parable, A 8 
ty Prince is ready to march his Forces 
through 2 wild and rugged Country: for. the 
Deliverance of his People: He ſends there: 
fore an Officer of great Authority before 
him, with Command and laſtructions to 
all thoſe Parts, to repair and e enlarge 
old, and make new Roads; to — Pre- 
cipices, cut Woods, lay Bridges, and pre- 
pare every thing for the Reception and 
Paſſage of him and his Retinne,. The Jap 
terpretation is plain. The Printe is the 
Lord of Hoſts; "hs coming with. his Ag 
mies into that wild. Country, 18 the. vil 
ting his ancient People with, his Salve ion 
who were now exceedingly overgrown 
and bewilder'd with Superſtition and Im, 
morality ; ; the great Offigge that eu 
x 5 * 
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tiſt; the ſame that by his preaching Wa; ; 
quainted his Nation, that s Kingdom: f 
Heaven was at Hand, and taught them to 
prepare their Hearts for its Reception b 
Repentance and Amendment of Life. 
There is indeed another Signification- 1 
given of the Prediction in Jſaiab, which 
may alſo be admitted; for it is not exclu-, 
five or matt. to that of the  Evangeliſts 


264: Jo on to thi une. And this is 
commonly the Caſe of Propheſies in the 
Old Teſtan at concerning the Kingdom of 
the Maſfub. As the Prouidences Which 
attended the Feuiſb Church render: d 8 
ſtill a Figure to ſhadow. out the Chriſtian 
thoſe Prophefiesdenote double Events, 2 35 
more early. arriving under the Law, the 

later under the Goſpel. Theſe are ordi- 
narily diſtinguiſhed by the Names of lite 
ral and ſpiritual Accompliſhments!; ar 
which there is good Reaſon-: But yet it 

muſt» be remember d, that the ſpiritual | 


E 2 5 ones, 


CES: 


818 M. ones (thoſe of the Ooſpel) are 2 literal 
III. too, even more literal than the former, in 
| CYL divers Circumſtances, and thoſe very emi- 
| nent. The Sum is, the holy Spirit fore 

tells by the ſame Words, both Events 
and the firſt ſerves een for a Type of 
the laſt. 1 wb 
| Accordingly, the ihr Senſe I mention 
ed of Jaiab's Viſion, relates to the Return 
of the Fews from their Captivity in Baby- 
un. And thus interpreted, it repreſents 
a Command from the Majeſty of God for 
the Removal of all Impediments, Diffs 
culties, and Hazards, which might retard 
that Journey. The whole Expedition is 
aſcrib'd to his Name, and put under his 
Almighty Conduct, after the Example of 
their paſſing through the Wilderneſs of 
old; that none might be diſcouraged by 
the Oppoſition of powerful Enemies,' and 
the natural Inconveniencies to be appre- 
hended in the Removal of a Nation to 
ſuch a Diſtance, as from Chaldea to Jeru- 
ſalem. And here may be ſeen, what I 
was obſerving before in general ; how the 
nearer fulfilling the Prophecy correſponds 
with the more remote, and was an In- 
troduction 


the Dignity of ah Oe Ve ww 7 
troduction to it. This Pebple of the 9 Seu. 
had, in old Time, forſaken their God III. 
by the Revolt of Idolatry, and were there- A 
fore removed beyond Babylon, far from Hs 
Preſence and San ctuary. The ſame Peo- 
ple, to whom the Baz pref preached in the 
Wilderneſs of Fudes, had done it as ef- 
fectually, though not ſo groſly, by the ge- 
neral Corription of Opinions and Manners 
then reigning ; and were ſeparated from 
God, and in Servitude to his and their 
Enemies. And that Preacher's Doctrine 
of Repentance was in like Manner neceſſa- 
ry for their Reconcilement to Heaven, and 
Redemption from the worſe Captivity, 
and for the Eſtabliſhment of true Religion, 
and bringing in of everlaſting Righteouſneſe 
y our Saviour; as the clearing and fecu- 


y ring a free Paſſage through many Coun- 
was before, to their Return from 
emporal Bondage for the rebuilding the 
1 ity and Temple, and reſtoring the pub- 
eck Worſhip there after Tong Intermiſſin. 
I Leicher ought we to omit the Advantage 
of the Evangelical Completion, as it an- 
, ſwers more exactly in ſeveral Particulars 


oy” Deſcription given by the Prophet. 
bs. en 


L ther was the Glory of the Lord ſo emi- 


1 are in "ihe "ON ö E 2 of 
*YV bim that crieth in the Wilderneſs; Prepare 
*H the Way of. the Lord, male ftraight 1 
the Deſert a bigh way for our God. Hus 
y Valley ſhall be exalted, and ever: Mon: 
tain and Hill hall be made lou: And thy 
crooked ſball be made firaigbt, and the rough 
Places plain. And the Glory of the Lord 
Jhall be revealed, and all Fleſh ſhall fee it 
 fogether, - We know of no Voice, previ: 
ous to the Return from Babylon, fo lite- 
rally founding in the Wilderneſs, and pro- 
_ chiming the 8 of our God, as the 
Voice of the Son of Zacharias crying, be; 
fore the Appearance of his Mightier to vi. 
Fit and redeem his People, Repent ye ; far 
' the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. Nei. 


nently reyealed on that former Occaſion; 
as, in the Fulneſs of Time, by bis Mani: 
feſtation, who is che Brightneſs of bis Gl. 
ry : Nor did all Fi, in fo ample andff 
| preciſe a Senſe, then ſee it together; all 
by the Goſpel they have ſeen his Salvatin 
4 8 before the Face " a People, a 
* 


th 6505 Sv bee, 5 "Pe * 2 HE 
leaſed God to vllt his ancient People, 
And in Conſequente, all Mankind, with 


the - Dignity of 1:0 w, Se. 


his lest Salvation; Jun the Baprif 
was his high Commiſſioner, to proclaim 


the joyful News of his Approach, and pub- 


| liſh his Commands how he would be re- 


ceived. Thus did he thine as th bright = 
Morning Star uſheting in the Sun of Righ- | 
teouſneſs ; for God 6ur Saviour made uſe 
of this Man's Miniſtty to awaketi and 
prepare the World for his own coming 
into it; when for the old Mifery of Guilt 


and Darkneſs, he would perſonally intro- 
duce the Fulneſs of Grace aid Truth. 


And the Honour he had to bear this tigh 
Relation to the Author- of eternal Sal- 


vation was to be ſtamp d in his vety 
Name; which was impos'd, according 


to a ſolemn Command 5 an Angel of 


the Lord before his Birth or Concep- 
tion, Luke i. 13. Thy Wife Elizabeth ſpall 
bear thee a Son, and thou. ſhalt. call. his 
Name Jobn, which ſignifies as much as 
God hath been merciful or gracious, Ac- 
cordin Bly | it follows : And thou ; ſhalt have 


_ Joy 


34 


III. athis Birth. And our Church ſtill cele⸗ 
Owe brates his Nativity, to ſtir up a devout Re- 
| membrance of the infinite Benefits begun 
to be diſcloſed to the World by his: Pro- 
1 — Preaching; not without a parti- 
cular Eye to the Nativity of our bleſſed 
Lord, as following the former at its cer- 
1 Many indeed are the Cir- 
cumſtances Jerk ded in Scripture, of the 
wonderful Birth, and the holy Life and 
Death of this Meſſenger of God; which 
I might collect and remark upon, to ſet 
forth his Greatneſs and Sanctity. But 1 
confine my ſelf to the Confideration of the 
| Perſon whoſe Face he was ſent before, 
whoſe Ways he was to prepare; for 
that, (and nothing elſe) will ſufficient» 
ly ſhew his, Dignity, and at the fame 
Time confirm an Article of our Chriſtian 
Faith. 
"= Ws Point, to be proy'd. Jon my 
Text, viz. The fongular Honour and 
Dignity of the Baptiſt ; we enter upon, 
not from any ſuperſtitious Regard, as if 
we would learn to proportion our Ha- 
- mage to his — having nothing to do 


if this Honour redound to the King of 


ject of Chriſtian Worſhip; weſhall then be 


: Services! and Examples, and- in proper C Cir © 


cumſtances cheerfully to irnitate them. But 


Saints, our Lord and Saviour, who is the Obs - 


well employ'd to ſtrengthen, by this Means, 


our Faith in his Divinity, and excite 'and 
juſtify the warmeſt Gratitude” and pro- 


foundeſt Submiſſion of our Souls. He 


| himſelf hath inſiſted on this Greatneſs: of 


his Forerunner, who fays nothing in vain: 
and as thoſe Paſſages lead one to form the 


Argument ariſing from the Text, I ſhall 


begin with them as a Preface, and duc 
ment of great a Ah to eg main 
n "NH 

The irt is Matthew. W 9. Bur wie 5 
2 out for to ſee ? A Prophet ? Da, 
T ſay unto you ; and more than a Prophet : 
Or as the ſame Words are tranſlated, the 
vith of Luke, Verſe 26. Much more than 
a Prophet, This determines us immedi- 
ately to conſider, wherein he excelled the 
Prophets that went before him ; 'and fo 
1 the rather, becauſe = firſt Appear- 


ances 
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* " PIE were they ar all kein Tide 


8 and. lee and.even Herod the | Te. 
| each fer his Zeal-to Trith and Flo. 
_ line? Why the Inſtances are familiar-of 
| ſuch Courage and ſuch Suffering in the 
Men of God in elder Times, who de- 

8 nounced the divine Meſſages to far migh- 
tier Kings and Rulers. Neither will the 
Subject of his Prophecy, taken alone, di- 
ſtinguiſh him ſufficiently from the reſt; for 
they alſo declared the Power and Grace of 
the Kingdom of the Meſiab. Nor does his 


Mil Wi 
75 1 i l 
ij 
10 f 


in 1 being filled with the Holy Ghoſt even from 


his Mother's Womb, Luke the iſt. fet him 
above them; for is it not ſaĩd of Jeremiah, 
n the iſt Chapter of his Prophecy, Before 1 
Formed thee in the Belly, I knew thee ; and 
before thou cameſt forth out of the Womb, I 
ſanctiſied thee, and I ordained thee a Prophet 
amto the Nations? But what Power or 
Commiſion had the Baptift even equal to 
that which there follows, at the foth 
Verſe of the ſaid Jeremiab? See, 1 9 


l 2 * 5 
8 4 


| 8 . 39 "I 
this Dis 5 5 in over „ the : «ay at 1 
ever the Kingdoms, to root aut, and to pu! III. : 
ö nd_to deſtroy, and to throw dawn, . 
#0: 4 and to plant, "Tis. true, he 
is called by the Name of Ekjab ; and 
was inveſted with the Spirit and Power of 
Eljah. But neither did Rlyab. excell all 
the Prophets in all Reſpecta;; nor did Jabs 
in all Reſpe&s come up to the Eminence - 
of Elijab. He reſembled him indeed in 
the Auſterity of his Life, and the high 
Succeſs of a difficult Miſſion, to revive 
Truth and Piety amang an apoſtate "A | 
wicked Generation: Nevertheleſs, in a 
moſt important and ſhining Article, 1 1 
of Miracles, no Compariſon can be made, 
either to him, ot others much his Inferi- 
ors. For there is no Queſtion of che 
Truth of what the People tay, St. John 5 
Goſpel, Chap. x. Verl. 41+ Jobn did 10 
Miracle. 
Wie muſt return kane to the xith of 
1 Matthew, for the true Reaſon of the 
Preference given him before thoſe, who . 
otherwiſe equall'd, and in ſome, no incon- 
ſiderable, Circumſtances exceeded him. 
What went 580 aut for to ſee? 4 Prophet ? 
: Na, | 
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4 * . 07 hr Baptift';/ * : 
Ss u. Tow, I fay unto yon; and mote” "bad Þ 
III. Prophet. For this is he of whom i. Cs 

ww written, Behold, I ſend my. Me efenger R Be. 

fore thy Face, which ſhall prepare thy Way 
before thee. You ſee the Greatneſs of this 
Meſſenger, which raiſed him above the 
reſt of BD Prophets, confiſted in the Ma- 
 Jefty of that Perſin, who honour'd him 
with the Office of proclaiming his coming 
into the World, and preparing all Things 
for his due Reception. And what Majeſ- 
ty, leſs than the Divine, could upon that Ac- 
count give him a Character more excellent | 
than all the Saints and Meſſengers of God 10 
But it may be ſaid, that we ought. to di- 
ſtinguiſh, where the ſame Man is 1 8 
with ſeveral Commiſſions or Dignities; as 
David was a Prophet and a King; Mo el ; 
2 Prophet and a Law-giver ; and then the 
Generality of the Conſequence will fail; 
ſince they, and ſuch as they, might bes J 
excell'd as to their prophetic Office, tho 
not in reſpect of their orber Qualifications. 15 
Now, tho' this were all admitted, it could 
overthrow but a ſinall part of what has 
been advanced. But there is no Need; 
for if we 8⁰ on to the ſecond Paſſage in 
the 
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ing, he that is leaſt in the © Kingdom of 


$$ 


them that are born of Women, 'there bath 
not riſen a greater than John "the 1 
This fully anſwers any ſuch Exception, 


and further enforces the Conſequence we. 


have been forming. Tis true, that in the | 
parallel Place, St. Luke vii. 28. we now 5 
read a Reſtriction by the Word Prophet- 5 


inſerted. | But the Authority of Books, | 2 


join'd to the Circumſtances of n Ws | 
Er it reaſonable to omit it. 
To proceed therefore; the very next 
Words of our Lord carry the Matter a yet 
greater Length, (as the whole appears to 
be a Gradation) and ſuperadd a mighty 
Weight to our Reaſonings. Notwithfland- 


Heaven, is greater than be. If Jobn was 
greater than all they, to whom any Dif. 
penſations of the Divine Will were com- 
mitted of old; becauſe he was choſen to 
declare that the Kingdom of Heaven was 
at Hand, and warn Men to qualify their 
Hearts for its Entertainment: If our Lord 
is the ny of that * according 


to 


"Il. Ia Pro Ad be pay 3 
EV meth, inthe Name of the Lord. And if 
| the leaſt Miniſter: of that Kingdom, ber 
cauſe of his more immediate Relation to 
to the King, is ſtill greater than John 
bimſelf ; How. excellent then muſt the 
Perſon of that King be? Truly 8 
doubtleſs, even be e. 75 nee 
Lord of Lords. 41 . 
One Thing mey be added to an, 
which is indeed applicable to enforce: i 
ny other Proofs of our --Saviour' 8 Divinity 
That is, that we conſider the Character 
of him, that for the; declaring, of Truth 
utters ſuch great Things of himſelf; that 
we conſiden, I ſay, the Meeknefs and 
Lowlineſs of the bleſſed Jeſus, who! 
ſought not his\'0wn Glory, but ſtill des 
clined infinite Oocaſions of magnifying 
himſelf. For then we muſt conclude, 
that he could never ſay any thing, where- 
by we might be led to think more highly 
of his Nature than Truth and Duty re- 
quite. And thus I have done with this 
previous Argument; the Force of which, 
I think, cannot fairly be declined; and 
come to the direct Proof contained in the 
Words of —_— = Proven 


re. 5 4. 1. 1 . Lo- „ In 5 1 4 
9 15 Pre —— 9 
cond; that the Word Lord. _ rey R 
u 9 ify the true God. a 4 


den of Jubn was he: Nee of 

our Saviour's Way, I do believe, will ſeem: | 
inconteſtable, upon the leaſt ecol 3 
to N d i in "the — of. 51 


no Scripture. 
5 W eee ve * 


Subtilties too frequent with our Adverſa- 
ries, I muſt deſire your Patience that In 
may be placed beyond all ContradiQtion,  . 
To this End, the fr ff Evidence is as 
Context, the Courſe of St. Mars Words; 
as he opens his Hiſtory of Chriſt with the 
very firſt, The Beginning of the Gafpel f 

Jeſus Chrift: the San of Godi What does 

he affirm. to be the Beginning: of it? It 
appears at the 4th Verſe, John did bap. 

tiſe in. the Wilderneſs. Let us therefore 8 f 
back again. The Beginning f the Gaſpel — 
Jeſus Cbriſt the Son of God; as it is writs Br 
ten in be 8 * I fend my N. 

"ION N 


Chri be Golpel, 3 — 3 wo 

this Meſſenger? And does he not aflert as 
clearly, the F Free and the Way mentioned 
to be the Face and Way of Jeſus Chriſt? 
| Immediately follows the Text. The Voice 


of one crying in the Wilderneſs, prepare ye 


the Way of the Lord, make bis Paths | 


; ffraight. By what went before one mnt 
judge, that the inſpired Writer would 
have us underſtand, Jeſus whom he preach- 
ed, to be the Lord of whom Iaiab prophe- 


fy'd :- But upon going on to the 7th and 


8h Verſes, where we read what it was 
that this Voice cried in the Wilderneſs, 1 
think, no Doubt can remain. There com 
eth one mightier than I after me, the Latchet 
of whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to ſtoop 
down and unlooſe. - I indeed have baptiſed 
you with Water : but he em 2 8 
with abe Holy Ghoſt, 
Secondly, and more particulaidy; it ung 
be argued from St. Mark's laying toge- 
ther, as he does, the two Places, the firſt, 


of Malachi, the ſecond, of 1/aiah, that the 
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the Dignity if i Nh, Ge. 

ſame Perſons are meant in both. The Voi i Q vx RN. 

of the one, and the Meſſen —— 

are confeſſedly the ſame Fon. There- 

fore if he, before whoſe Face chat Meſ- 

ſenger was ſent to prepare his Ways, as 

the former, appear to be the Metab r 

it will follow. that the Maſiab is alſo the | 

| Lord before whom the Voice in the latter 

| cry'd, Prepare ye the Way of the Lord. 

But this will appear by what. is attributed. 

to that Perſon in Malacbi, Chap. Hi. v. I. 

The Lord, ubom ye ſeek, ſball ſuddenly | 

come to his Temple; even the Meſjenger of 

the Covenant, whom ye delight in; which 

is a manifeſt Deſcription of the Meſfiab, 

that Glory of the ſecond Temple, and De. 

fire of all Nations. Nor need any Man bs 

troubled at the different Reading we have, 

that whereas St. Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke have render'd the Beginning of that 

Verſe, Behold, I ſend my Meſſenger bes 

WL by Face, which ſhall prepare thy Way le- 
fore THEE ; we yet read in our Engh/b 

and other Tranſlations of Malachi himſelf, 

before ME. There ought to be no Scruple in 

following the Evangeliſtis; which does not 

require ſo much as a Suppoſal of the leaſt 

a Vor. II. _— Change 
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* the Word ging not. eth 
the Perſon, but is capable of either Inter. 
pretation. But, beſides the Words of 
Malachi,” we have the Bapti/i's own" A 
plication of them; where that Meſlenli 
himſelf tells us, * the Perſon was be⸗ 
fore whom he was ſent, St. Jahn iii. 28. 
Le yourſelves," faith he, Bear me Witneſs, 
that I ſaid, I am not the Aber ae n 
am ſent before him. 

the third Place, if we ne ® 
Propriety and apt Correſpondence of the 
Phraſes uſed on this Occaſion ; they will 
determine to us, that our Saviour is the 
Lord in my Text; which is a Demonſtra- 
tion in its Kind. For is it not a ſolemn 
Title of his from the long and earneſt 
Expectation of his People, he that cometh, 
and he that is to come ? By this Title Fobn 
eaus'd his Diſciples to enquire of him con. 
cerning himſelf. So St. Matthew and St. 
Luke, Art thou be that ſbonld come, or 
bool we for another? And. St. John ill 
31. be gives him the ſame but more ful 
by; He that cometh from above ; He that 
cometh from Heaven. And in his preach- 
ing 


2 OTE And hits by d e wy. F: 
| with another Addition that ſhewys his own III. | 
Relation to him; He that cometh" after 

me ;. as we read in St. Matthew Mark, 
Vs, and the Ads of the Apoſtles. And 
can a Man of any judgrent, upon tead- 
ing all thefe Seriptures, which give, as they . 
were deſigned to do, enn 0 
| other, make any other Concluſion than 
| what we have — ? Whoſe Way 
could our Evangelical Prophet be concern- 
ed in preparing; but the Way of nin that 
was to come? Or, whoſe Paths ſhould he 
require to have made ſtraight, but thoſe 
of Hi that came after him, that was 
mightitr reges _ chat was „ ons E 
yore him? 

There remains 70 e Proof of this 
Matter, by ſhewing that John did actually 
cauſe the People to prepare the Way of 
Chriſt, and mgke ready, as the Angel fore- 
told of him 


People prepared for the 
Lord. But 1 think 1 it woud be more rn 
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ili. ſufficient. | 

U- 12 Ad 
at the Sake of which all this has been infiſt= 
h- ed on; namely, that the Word * in 


= 
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2. my 


| f John Epen; 


SER. my Tens, e e an es lan ww 
III. true God and Almighty Lend. nd” 


that we have this ſhort and evident Proof, 
that it is the rendring of the Name Jus 
HOVAH : For the original Words w Y 
Jaiab delivered his Prophecy run thus; 
frepare ye the Way of IxHoVAH; which 
the Engliſh Reader may know from this 
Obſervation; that it is the Manner of our 
Tranſlators of the Bible, to put the Word 
God or Lord, where either of them is the 
rendring of Jrnovan, all in Capital et- 
ters, and otherwiſe in the ordinary ones. 
This Name of God is fingularly pol 
ſive of his eternal and immutable: Nature 
and Truth; which is confirmed by the 
beginning of the vith Chapter of Exodus: 
It was therefore preſerv'd incommunica- 
ble; for we never find it ſimply of itſelf 
given to any created Being. I ſay, imply; 
which is full to our Purpgſe; for when 
a Word is compounded, e body knows 
*tis no longer the ſame ; and therefore 
- fuch Inſtances, as TFehovab-Fireth, and 
" Fehovab-Shalom, cannot be alledged againſt 
my Aſſertion. That is, although as St. 
2” lays, there be 2 ** and Lords 
* 


1 o- of tir 0 2 8 | 


| T how ſaid, he are Cab; Nr. thees is bt i 1 


1 S- 


GO »& wv 
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ew ww 


one - JEHOVAH, as there can be but one 8 


Eternal God; for his Name alone is Ir 


 HOVAR, acobeding to the laſt Verſe of the 
Ixxxiii. Pſalm, That Men may know, that 


Thou whoſe Name alone is \Jenovan, art 
the moſt High. over all the Earth. Here I 
might aledge the extreme Veneration of 


the Jews for this Name, which has car- 
ried them to ſuppreſs the very Pronuncia= 
tion of it as a profaning Impiety ; and 


likewiſe the Agreement of the old Greek 
Tranſlators, Jews and Chriſtians, before 


our Lord and fince, not to expreſs it. 
But though thoſe Conſiderations have their 
Weight, I rather chuſe one plain Proof 
out of Scripture, to ſhew-it was the proper 


peculiar Name of the God ofW-ael.Trar 
I take to be a convincing Proof, that as 
it was not, ſo it could not be, communi- 


| cated to any of his Creatures. The Place 


is the Prayer of Hezekiah againſt Senache- 
rib, in the xxxviith. 16, &c. of Haiab. 


O Lord of Hoſts, (in the Original O Jemo- 
van) God of Iſrael, that dwelleſt between 
the Cherubi ms, thou art the God, even thou 


-© 9 alone 
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at the 18th and 19th, Of A Trutb. Land 
(or IXO VAU,) the Kings of iAffyria bau 
laid waſte all the Nations and their Coun 


tries, and have caſt their Gods into the 


Fire : for thty were no Gods, but the Work 


of Mens Hands, Wood and Stone © therefore 


they have deſtroyed them. This anſwers to 


the Words of Rabſbaleb in the Chapter 


before, Verſe 18. Beware left Hezekiab 
perſuade you, ſaying, JEROV Au will deli 


ver us. Hath any of the Gods of the Na- 
Lions deliver'd his Land out of the Hand of 


the King of Aſſyria ? See then Hezehiah's 


Concluſion; Now #berefore,' O Jenovan 
our God, ſave us from his Hand, that all 
the Kingdoms f the Earth may bnow, that 
thou art Ixhοy an,' even thay Lx. Do 


but obſerve, that as he lays in the Begin- 


ning of his Prayer, Thou art THE Gop, e- 
| ven Thou ONLY ; ſo in the End, Thou. art 
IxROvAx, even Thou ONLY : and you will 

conclude, that the Name of Fehovah can 
no more be given to another Being, than 
the Worſhip of the true God can be. given 
to an Idol. But we have pou 'd our Lord- 


Jos 


bim alſo to be, according, to the con- 
Article of our Church, the wery aud eternal 
God, of one Subſtance with the Father £18 
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Of th tho Signs of * Coming of 
Chriſt. | 


' Preahed on 1 nnocents ts Day. 
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D e Hypocrites, ye can diſcern the 
— of the Sky ; but can ye not 
di e the Si guns * the Times? 


FI Ty H E 8 E Feſtivals, we | 
—— now celebrate, will be 
well juſtify'd in their 
==> Inſtitution and Conti- _ 
8 nuance by the Chriſtian 
Church, if we ſuffer 
eir natural Effect upon 
dur r Minds; that! is, to determine them to 
a ſolemn Meditation of our Lord and Sa- 
viour's coming in the Fleſh, with the ma- 
| ny 


| 4 
Noe 


TW A 


thin 3 to argon; wo conſider 


over, contain much of Evidence for the 15 
It 


Confirmation of our Chriſtian Faith. 
may indeed be ſaid, why ſhould your 5 
Time be ſpent in diſcourſing of ſuch infe- 
rior Proofs and Illuſtrations of Probability, 


when you may chuſe the Arguments that 


are perfectly cogent and decifive ? But I 


anſwer, That conſidering the whole Train 
Jof this Work, the Bringing in the firſt be- 


gotten into the World, was laid by the fpe- 
cial Providence of God, and recorded to 
us by his Holy Spirit, we are obliged" not 
to paſs ſecurely over any of theſe Divine 
Footſteps, leſt we ſo deprive ourſelves: of 
Tome neceſſary Benefit of Light and Truth 
which would ſhine forth upon the Mind 
that contemplates them with Diligence and 
Veneration. Let us therefore neglect. 
none of the Guards that the holy Scripture 
hath planted about our Faith, and eſpeci- 
ally in an Age too full of peſtilent Adver- 
ſaries and Corrupters of the Truth; but 
gather | * and lay together, inſtead of falſe 
| and 


" 
N R 
A 1 ee 
R n wk 
8 r SE RN. 
Y 3 


en ag o euch the Sads 
Taue, <a EEE 
p them. a. Sign, — 
M and Jaig unto them, : 
bares fu ar: Ba 
#8 764, | 
tes _—_ = pity faul Weather to Day, 
or th eee e 25 
c * ee, the, Sens 2 
= ? 4 9 edultergus Ge 
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the Peoples too. Nevertheleſs, - ou ee 75 
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and tbeachable, 8 er en. { — nete of, 

e proud and malicious, that wil 
themſelves in falſe Princ | 
(and ſuch were then the 


Elders) even the Publicans,. 

and the Harlots went into the Kingdom. 0 

Ged before them, I need: not repeat to you | 
| Plies cf if 2 


tion of thoſe Men. | You muſt reme1 
the Goſpels are full of it. They omittell 
the weightier” Matters 0 
ment, Mercy, and Faith; that Mo 
„ 3 Deſign of all true R 
valued themſelves up- 
in external Matters of 


A ma ee e. e. to eo 2 hg bow 


— ” 
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| bub: amel ne. to preach 22 


the; becaufr d, 


A one a 
ſtinguiſhing Character of his Ferſon, that 
the wr have the Guſpel praacliu 
and wel may nate it, by way of 
that this very Thing is one of be Sign 
the Times of the Mgſtat. But this: Way 
we-tnay be ſure, was by no Means 
G te bat Elders! and Routers df f 
1 muſt be eee 


1 — 
proach to out Lord, as Men deſirous We 
know the Truth, and ready to 
it. Rekeing for Evidence, and prepared 10 
Meld themſelves to Conviction. Put hes 
chat kriew the Hearts of Men, | 


2 „ . sere Ta. une  mnaDb 2 


and that 


ts e. were pins Ag induce Men: of 
Integrity to look for the 
viour. This had been th 
Ralls and would have fo 7 


a AM 2 


Lord from DA his — 1 17 


quit'd, as a Preliminary to his further Aſc, 1 
ſiſtance and Teaching, the virtuous can- 
did Mind, that attended toy and rec 
* Ko Benner * PEO 

encouraged,- and ed: | 
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orement woos 5 he 
| hath) 70 bim ſhall be given, and be ſhall 
have more abundance : But whoſoever hath 

not, from him ſhall be talen my an that 

be hath, or ſeemeth to have. +116. 
Having thus explained a vindicated 

the Method of proceeding with theſe hy 
and wicked Men, I am next to 
of the Signs of the Times, to which 
our Lord referred them, plainly ' ex 
2 withal that they had not the dus 
Effec * their Minds. We are to be 
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very lately. Thi | 
mighty Strength to convince the 
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nited Force. 
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flanriſh ; and nee, of: Pea 


rieten in Jah, "i 4: Thy ll 
by Swords into F nw: ſhares, and 


not 1 92 7 Su {againſt Nation,” neither 
Hall they learn War any +more. And that 
in the xith. 6. which begins, Fo 7 
of foal; a met the come a1 
divers en, ae of” Scripture, | 

 Athird concurrent rh N. is the coming | 
ofthe Wy Alen | 


what. follows "upon 15 in the te e of 
Dey the Memel. - Theceor 1 of ee 


CY 


ermigent.. per hv dir re 


of i it, (Where ie He 45 born King ef i the 
Jews ? for ue have ſeen bis Star in . 
Hat, and are come to worſhip him,) fill 
Herod and the whole City with Cogces 


for different Reaſons. So the Matter wt 
well 0 and e to a the | 


* 


— © mn v< ©. 8 


tim ena e 0&4 = 


Sv: 


well themſelves have been of the Number 


which deſigned is Viſit and Homage Ol 4 | 
the Gentiles as a Character of the Meſſias, 
they were certainly acquainted w With. "Back - : 
is that of the P/alm before quoted, - a= 

bexiid.) The Kings of Tn and of the 
Jes ſhall bring Preſents : The Kings of 
Sheba and Seba « Pal offer Gi Ait: And at | 
of Tſaiah, lx. at the 3d Verſe. The Gen. 
tiles ſhall come to oo Light, and Kings to. Nat 


* 


| thee, the Dromedaries of Midian and Ep- + 
hah : All they from Sheha ſhall come : they 
ſhall bring Gold and Incenſe, and they ſhall 
ſbew forth the Praiſes of the Lord. But 
the extraordinary Action King Herod was 


further particular Attention, as it bears In- 
ferendes very conſiderable to our Purpoſe, 
E . "_ 1 


| our Lord te 2 Rick an x ill "wick, N * 1 : 
em, in all Probability, were of Years to 
remember it perfectipy; and forme might . 


| confulted with. And the Prophelies,  - 


the Brightneſs of thy Rifing. And at be 
6th. The Multitude of Camels ſhall cover. 


upon this Occafion guilty of, deſerves our. = 
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5 n vhen wt Men returned i 
n to him, to give "a 1 he 
nad deſtred of the young Child, ſent forthy 
and flew all the Children, that "were | 
| Bethlebem and all the Goafts thereof, frat 
tuo Years old and under ; a Fact confirnt 
ed alſo by profane Hiſtory. This M 
we have certain Accounts, though he was 
Fealous and cruel, Jet, was far from wank: 
ing Underſtanding, and eminently fond gl 
Reputation; 7 6 therefore could, neyer i 
have tained himſelf with ſo deteſtable | 
and unexampled a  Mafſhere, but from 
ſuch a Reaſon as affected him with the uts 
moſt Force. And that was plainly a Das 
e threatening himſelf or Family with: the | 
1 Loſs of the Crown of Fudea. But this 
| Apprehenſion could not have been raiſed 
merely upon the Enquiry of theſe F oreign⸗ 
ers after 4 new-born King of the Je 
If that had been all, they would only have 
been laugh'd at for a Co any of Fang 
ticks. No; this knowing Prince was well 
"acquainted with the RK Perſuaſion. of 
the Jews, indeed of all the Ea, that in 
"theſe Days a mighty King ſhould ariſe I 
"nn and obtain an univerſal Empires | 
* 
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how mut this ſtrike al the People, and . 
double their Attention to thoſe Pre 


gedy ? This mut have made al te Fight 
7 the Times, 11 the” Evidences 'of our 


| freſh and 1 MZ. with theſe E 
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Enquirers 1 
the Text, and ſuch bloody Characters not 
worn out in fo ſhort 4 Space as thirtz 
Years, But alas ! they had 
ſelves up to that Partiality, 
know can forget all Things. 
The fourth Sign of the Ties 1 Galt . 
dit on, is the near 5 of tler 
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$5036 5 Wieks, a 4 in- \ Dan. i PL 24, 1 | 
IV. That Space which amounts to Four. Bun- 
Ka and ninety Years, (a Day for a Veary | 
according to the known prophetick Stile} Wl 
was. revealed to Daniel, to be the Teri | 
fixed for the coming and the cutting f 
of the Meffab. No Computation of . thoſe: 
Fears could be admitted without apparen ent 
Abfurdity, but what - made the Wos 
Number already ended, or very near their. | 
End. The former Way was not anſwer d | 
| by the prime Event concerning Chfiftz | 
and therefore the latter muſt have been 
embraced. And the Evidence. given by. 
this Prophecy of the very Time of out 
Lord's-coming, ſeems to have been a prin- 
cipal Reaſon of the ſtrong Perſuaſion be- 4 
fore ſpoken of, and the waiting of devout. 
People, for the Conſolation of Iſrael. - And 
here 1 ought to:add, as I did under the 
firſt Sign, that now in au- Days, that is 
become an abſolute Demon ſtration, which 24 
in theſe was only a Sign ; but this indeed 
à very ſtrong one, to lead ſuch, _ as ſought FT 
fincerely to find and acknowledee - the 
 Meſfjas. For, by the Ages that have ink | | 
| terven'd, we arc ſure, abſoiutely ſure, that 
Term 
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Tong in Danielis 177 bs fincee 2xpired, 8 


1 45 long . 
now . appeared to theſe. Mea). and 197 2 


mighty Succels in exciting ſo gener al the + © EY 
Inhabitants of the Land to-repent; at l 
preaching... The Propheſies of Iſaiah and | 
Moalachi.ſhew'd how ſignificative this was; „ 
and that both Prieſts and People were well 74 
aware of it, appears from the received 
Doctrine among them, that Elias © 
3 firſt come. He came accordingly in the | | 


had done, ae a wonder der * 1/33 
reforming their corrupted State.  Themi= _ 
raculous Circumſtances of his Birth pre- i 


pared the Way for his Reception; and the | 
Sanctity of his Life, and Spirit of his 
; - . - þ . 7 | ; 


: * N 1 47 a to. nh ce, and 

e of the Children 10 their Fathers: 
5 i iy in the Vile pre epared the Way 
of the Lord, and made bis ; aths fireight, 
And they, who received His great Do 
trine of Repentance, were like wiſe readily | 
; perſuaded, that . the. Kingdom of Heaven 
"was ar Hand, and lelitved he "Witneſs | 
| which be bare unto the T; ruth,” But that | 

burning and ſhining Light. of the Baptiſi 
could not lead thoſe Men to the Nell, | 
who refuſed to walk in his Arei gt Pathy, | 
and repented not that they might believe 
bim but refected the Council of God againſt 
themſelves. 1 5 (as our Lord ſhews theft 
the Reaſon). they bad not the, Love of Gad 
in them 3 they received Honour one of ants 
ther, and fought not the Honour that cum 

erb of God only : That is, they facrificed 

the Regards 5 Truth and Duty to thoſe 

| of their Intereſt and Authority. 1 
Now upon the whole Matter, you a 

of 3 yourſelves ſee, what is our Part, that 
=: we may not fall into the Condemnation 


3 7x LEE 
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ws the: Will 3 . " 
. known to us, in Deſpigie x overy Fe 

tation to the contrary ; that S 
not (as theſe Hypocrites) be dark and ſtu- 


pid in religious Matters, while we are 


ſharp and diſcerning in our temporal. 
We "Light of Men, the true Light is 
come into the World. We cannot be 
blind to it, unleſs we eue Darkneſs ra- 
ther than Light ; and if we do, it is "WM 
cauſe” our Deeds are Foil. And if they 
were condemned, who. regarded not du- 
ly thoſe leſſer Ligh 
| Times ; how great, how. intolerable; ſhall 
their Condemnation be, who ret! againſt 
the perfect Light. of the glorious Ge. 
pe! now diſplay d to Mankind by the 
Sun o f Righteouſneſs ? But let us open our 
Eyes, and learn from this Grace of God, 
that bringeth Salvation, and hath appear- 
ed to all Men, to deny Ungodlineſs and 


_ worldly Tufts, and to Hive ſoberly, b. | 


16 and godly in this preſent World; 
as Men that have believed in che firſt 
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ſts en our Lord. upon 1 their 


Js Hards; — 
bim to the Point of his taking ypoa to 


which * Fd x go not 'be unconoern'd for the | 


Sion; oft the 5 ka the W 

neſt lg of the Jews, that in thoſe 
Times there waß to ariſe in Fudea one 
that ſhould be. Maſter af the World. mn. 
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Have you any antecedent Grounds fa 


« your en proceed oy from t 
of thoſe that have now 
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New 7. eftament beſides z and indeed with 
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of the Majeſty, on high. Alter this, Git 
he neediul. to urge any further Proof, thy 
this hath . che. 1 65 Nature of a  Sacrijer 
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» ſignified) unleſs Enmity and * 
had before ſubſiſted ? So if we read Four] 
Saviour's B 
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Faith we have Peace with God; and, Mut 
God. for Chriſt's Sake bath forgiven u; at 
wie not as ſure that Accuſation, and C. 
| demnation, and Vengeance, once threatned 
us; as that Juſtiſication, Remi n, 
Forgiveneſs have ſucceeded ? The L 
of God to the World was indeed evident 
the direct Motive for ſending his Son. 
But, if Men pleaſe, they will find wo 
"Difficulty i in conceiving his Merey for Sit- 
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that very Account, magnify'd and ader'd, 
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Chriſt, the Love of God. Much more 
then being now juſtified by his Blood, "we 
ſhall be ſaved from Wrath through bim. 
There is the End, our Deliverance from 
the Wrath of God. "ny that it was 
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others let the latter be . moni- 


the depiüng of Mercy and 1d Condelcention 
incomprehenſible. On the one Hand we 


ky joyfully with the Apoſtle, He that . 
ſpared not his cm Son, but delivered bim 


» for us all ; bow. ſhall be nuf with W 
jj freely give us all Things? On the - 
other Hand, they that riet this whole 
Gunſel of God, muſt not their Conſcience 
ay, He that ſpared not his own Son, will 
he ſpare the CO of Diſobedi ience, | 
that refuſe his Son, and fruſtrate his bitter 
vufferings ? It 1 is anpoſtible 3 there remain- 
eb no more Sacrifice for Sins: And if 
theſe Things were done in à green Tree, 
what ſhall. be done in the dry? And here let 
me ſtop a little, to complain particularly 
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this Sacrament of Divine Grace in the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt? But if any N 
fay, be is doubtful or ignorant b 
will he not learn, wherefore will he fot 
ſeek Reſolution and Peace of Mind ; 
beg to ſerve him in it for the Sake of du. 
one great Maſter ; who will cert⸗ 
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and Deſpait' P Nay, 3h Ovd all Things 
main : And let us pray to the Giver of all $ 
good Gifts, for his preventing Grace and 
quickening Spirit, that no one continue 


are Paſpble , and our Prayers do 


inſenſible to the Love "of { God in DW 
but all be conſtrained 1550 it to perfect 

dence ; and i in part 
lemn Thanks, which lie hath appointed, 
for it at his holy Table and heayen| ly] 1 
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believed : Bleſſed are they, that] 


baue not ſeen, and ye. bow fl 
_ Heved. . Re 


5 for + of gre Mi the Ci 
oo by dit of 3. Fact is 


porters be not only Ma 
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ſuch a Caſe, they certainly become the 
more unexceptionable Witneſſes, and the 
Truth of what. they deliver, is received 
and adhered to with a Belief and Satis- 
faction not to be ſhaken. And in this 
Circumſtance, as well as others, the graci- 
ous Providence of God has furniſhed abun- 
dant Support for the Faith of his Church, in 
the grand Article of our Lord's Reſurrec- 
tion, The Apoſtles, who were to be the 
principal Inſtruments of conveying. this 
Truth to the World, were by no Means 
eaſy to embrace it themſelves; nay, they 
were ſuffered to fall into ſuch a Backward- 
neſs, as merited the Reprehenſſon and Up- 
braiding of their Lord. So we find St. 
Mark, Chap. xvi. . and following Ver- 
ſes, Now when Feſus was' riſen” early," the 
firſt Day of the Week, he appeared fit to 
Mary Magdalene.-- And 2 went and told 
__ that” bad been with him, as they 
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eight Days, again bis Diſciples: re with 
| in, and Thomas with them. : Dien came 


Feſus, the Doors being ſhut, and un n v. 
the . midft, and ſaid, Peace be an pr 
Then ſaith he to Thomas, reach hither: w. 
Finger, and behold my Hands: ; ; end nach; ar 
hither thy Hand, and —_— it ay 1 P 
Side: and be not faithleſs, alter WY 9: 
ing. And Thomas anſwered 5 ſaid "= © 
bim, my Lord and my Gad. Then follows ju 
the Text; Jeſus 2 unto bim, Thomas, Wl 
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juſt given him, was the Reality of our 
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foe what-wat paſt and Joy and Gratitude 
for the preſent, makes haſte to ſay aui do 


that which he knew to be true and projet 
by Conſequence, and in the ſecond ad, 
As if he Would compenſate for his fornier 
_ Slowneſs, overpaſſing the ir, he adm 
des to the next Inference, and pays imme 
diately the Recognition and Wael to 
which our Lord's riſing from 8 — 
had evidently made cut his Title. «Thi 
therefore is the Import of his Confeſſi 
drawn out in Length: I — 
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or Doubtfulneſs in his Hearers cor D 
whatever Point of his Teaching. It "ſl 
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2a i tion in Heavea, does ſo ſing 

„ dc erde 
ry ſuitable Meditation: for this T L A Ne 
_ Chriftians celebrate the Meme 07% of that 
_ glorious Riſing. For why elſe, in. Truth, 
- ſhould. we at all rejoice or give en 
© on.this C Occafion, but with Regards 5: the 


Life that we ourſelves expect by the Vi- 
* 


* * * 


Lade reviving 0 o die. n aao ther his 

Father, fo, then all ine by hi m, even live "= 
notwithſtanding : Death, "hr ive n — . 
And the ſame Action of but traces ont 
and inforces, that Duty .cof:chelrs,. bythe 


Performance” of which they muſt ſe 

this immortal; Intereſt. 80 deep is 
Concern herein I and therefore ſo great and, 
ſincere our Joy; even Joy for Happineſs 
1TSELF, and our Way opened. to it ! The 

Connection of theſe Things is clearly in- 
timated by St; Peter, 1 Ep. i. 3, and fol- 
lowing ; and we muſt with him now and 
aways feel the mighty Cauſe we have to 
bleſs the God and Father our Lord Fes 


Mercy bath begotten us again unto 4 lively be 
Hee, (or otherwiſe,” as it is likewiſe di. 
 Iefly read, the Hape of Lafe). 5 the, Re- 
ſurreFion of Jeſus Chriſt from the ts . 
an Inberitance nen a e . 


—  — .,. , - 


en fr us; who are kept | 


ſus Chriſt, «which. according to his abundant 128 
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reunited with it in” 
this plainly opens 
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put nor or e er 

1 but roſe to :die again, i th 
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LENS. 1 r ney" not as in the mn Base er 
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yet: "There: were two Exam Le 
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Teen * of whom. hey. F, 
| ane; for 00 took bin 3 os ww "Bid 80 
whe went up in the Sight of Egle int WY le 


Heaven. And —_—_———— 
ah me! their E> 
f Futurity. / For they might 


of God, to thoſe holy Perſon fb . 
arch oo 2 e n 


. of. wks ris an d 2 Ny and 

ſtrong Conſolation 3 upon HIN, 0 at + WY | 
died, and roſe, and is alive for evermort. 
Who ſuffered and acted all this as 4 ub 
lick Perſon, ' and the very Ne 3 
of Mankind; having to that End nr 
our Fleſh, and the Style of abe Son uf Man: 
80 he died to ove ome Death, - bite 888 
lick Enemy; and roſe again to be che 
Prince of Life, and Savi cath. 


4 uu 


our, from 
of us all; and laſtiy, noty ever lvetk m 
| Heaven to —.— — — 2 * WY 
6 eter eral Life, , 916; * ba þ 4 £4 0 1 n 
10 the comprehend ve  Tmponanee of 'this 
fre 


ef OC 
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MI; mph, in view of its ccnain--Go 
Ke that Promiſe you may 8 
43 n © hs hor 


| Faith and Obediexce, and Lav ug hn 
the Peremptorine of the 0 ee, 

any other than Chuiſt (the <A 
die to be obtain d from bim bat hy 
Faithful and the Obedient. And, , 
J hope, will ingage you to attend; carne 
h. e ee Weight: of the Man 


„ = * * TT 


malt; even 1 py pe 4 ö 


This is 4 hard Saying, with Reference to 
this Paſſage, and others of the ſame Na- 


ture, in ſeveral Verſes preceding the Text- 
But it will ſoon appear to be for want of 


patient Conſideration. For, beſides the 


general Reaſons (which this is no Time 
to diſcuſs) determining our Lord in ſo 
many Inſtances, to uſe the figurative Man- 


ner of Speech; there is very particular 


Reaſon for that uſed in this Place. Look 
back to the Beginning of the Chapter 's 


there you find him feeding ſive th 
People with five Barley Loaves and two 
ſmall Fiſhes, and V aa 0 e- 
ceeding the original Proviſion. 


muſt needs ſee *. 55 


vine Power; and to contain, within itſelf 
alone, the Ability of feeding whole Armies 


or Nations, and therefore, ſufficient 5 
for the greateſt human Wealth and 8 | 
y. Accordingly, they do not only con- 


clude him of 4 Truth that Prophet that 


ſhould come into the World, but reſolve to 


| come and tale him by Forss 0 main b „ 
Vor. II. | S * King, 
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| seum. King, Verkes' 14, 15 


divert N from ſuch N opes 

Deſigns, firſt withdraws himſelf; then {e- 
cretly, not without a Miracle, crofles the 
Sea of Tiberias; and, when they, not- 


gain, reproves them for conſidering his 


his heavenly Doctrine, as Supplies ts len- 
ty or Greatneſs in this World. Tf Rel n, 
faith he, not becauſe ye ſaw the 

_ (that is as ſuch; /* but becauſe ye did eat 
the Loaves and were filled. And hereupon 

he leads them off to the Regard of Thing 


| _ _ tranſported at the Means of Cuſtain- 


Proportion your Concerns better to the 


* 


c Deſire, and leaves no Room for enter. 
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: (whoſe Kingdom was = ; 


withſtanding, $llowed and found him . 


Miracles; not ſo much as Atteſtations' to 


Mirucli, 


ſpiritual, by a Tranſition that miniſters the | 
ſtrongeſt Argument in the World. * You 


e ing a ſhort” periſhing Life, and yet in- 
te ſenſible to the Proviſions of Eternity. 


2 . 


Value of its Objects. Now, the imme-| 
diate Effect of my late Miracle the feel. 
& ing your Bodies, fills up your Hope and 


A 


<* taining the Doctrine, which it was per. 


ec formed to * and con 


> 


Pele for Se. 
|" © Yhat Doctrine of the Moab; which: is we” 1 
« the Food of Souls, and gives a Frlneiple XII. 1 
« to Body and Soul of a Life without" ET ol 
| « Hunger, or „ „„ 9 
But bee People could not PAPER Go 
be turned off from their carnal Views, 
nor patiently: bear the ſharp Reproof they 
had merited; but cry out, If thou Wee 
eſt be received a Maſter and Law-giver, as 
Ms es was, do more Miracles; feed us 
gain and again, as Moſes did our Fey 
continually with Manna, a celeſtial Foo 
fir ſurpaſſing what thou haſt given 00. 
dee! how the Evangeliſts Narrative an- 
ſwers this Explanation. Labour not, faith 
Chriſt, (after telling them that they fol- 
lowed him for the Loaves} Labour not 
fir the Meat which periſbetb, but for that 
Meat which endureth unto everlaſting Life, 
which the Son of Man ſhall give unto yu: 
For bim hath God the Father ſealed, - Then 
ſaid they unto him, what ſhall we do that 
we may work the Works of God? Jeſus an- 
fwered and ſaid unto them, This is the Work. 
of God, that ye believe en him whom he 
bath ſent. Ti hey ſaid therefore unto him, 
What Sign ſhewefl thou then, that we may 
T . Ve 


AI. "ow Fathers did eat Mama in ** De: ; 
Heaven to eat, Now after theſe Men bad 
Diſpoſition, we ought not to wonder, if 


8 Our Lord, i IN his following Diſc url 
do them in dark Figures: For this is the 


particularly, in the xilith. of St. 2 |; 
that bearing they might bear, and migh 


will diſcern) that after the Fes murmur 


Contention, and prepared with hum 
— And for the Sake. of _— 


She 7 
; 
. . i 
8 : 
4 $ * 8 
* * * 1 
, 
p Wort! 


4g it is uritten, He gave them. Bread fron 


manifeſted ſuch a perverſe, and u 
» ſpeaks 


eſtabliſhed Method of his dealing wih fydk 
Heaters, and even foretold by Proph 
38 you read in many Places of Scripture 


not underſtand 3 and ſeeing ther right ſe, 
end might nor perceive. And it is, I think 
remarkable, (what an attentive Reada 


ed (as at the Verſes 41, 42.) and apain & 
preſſed their Infidelity and Contempt, If 
adds yet more Difficulty to his Phraſt, ul 
will not ſatisfy. their Objections, u @ 
{ending to any direct Explanation. Ne 
vertheleſs, he hath intermixed in the whos 
ſo much of Light, that Minds -free frag 


Reverence, might diſcern his PN 


i 


the Words before us 3 "Hh that cateth mi, A 
even be ſhall tive by me. . They are, evi- 


zath Verſe; Whoſo eateth my Fleſh, and 
drinketh my Blood, bath eternal Life © and 
I will raiſe him up at the laft. Day. Now, 
if any one will go back to the 4oth Verle, 5 
he ſhall ſee the ſame Thing in plainer 


the Thing is the ſame, by reading the 
whole. And this is the Will. of him 
that ſent me, that every one which ſeeth the 
don, and believeth on bim, may Have ever- 


the laſt Day. Again, it will appeat, that 
by Eating, is meant Believing, from Verſe 
the 47th, compared with the 3ſt. 'The 
former has this Aſſeveration; Verily, verily, 
T ſay unto you, he that believeth on me hath 
everlaſting Life, The latter; I am the li- 
ung Bread, which came down from Hea- 
vn, If any Man eat of this Bread, be 
ſhall live 4 ever. But, before, one and 


S . TT a VT 7D 


82 


the . Fratts in n reading, ; which moſt CE =; 


dently, the brief Repet ition of thoſe: at the 


Language- ; for he will be convinced EE 


ling Life: and I will raiſe him up ot 


—_ 3 


Bene, the fin Verſc 1 Fas 55%) bljin 
A 2 together both Manners of f Yeak : 
PIO ala. aid unto them, Lam the 175 


Life, He that cometh to me ſhall: 
 - hunger ; and he that-believeth an me 1 
never thir/ſi, If he that believeth ſhall ne- 

ver zhirſt ; then he that | believeth, das 


3 the Blood nf the Son of Man : 2, Aud 


if he that cameth to Jeſus Chriſt, (which 


certainly ſignifies becoming his Digg. 
ple, Follower, and Subjekt,) ſhall new 
bunger; then he that ſo cometh,” des 
thereby eat his Fleſh. For all that do 1 


eat his Fleſh, and drink his Blood, tal 


not only ſuffer Hunger and Thirſt, but 
periſh. by them. Witneſs the 53d Val 
Except (our Lord declares it) ye.qat th 
1 Eble of the Son of Man, and 4 by 
Blood, ye have no Life in you, 

Secondly, We ſhall ſee Capſe, wot 5 


look upon the Expreſſions in Queſtion # 


ſtrange, if we conſider a like Image ule 
by our Saviour, in his Diſcourſe to th 
Woman of Samaria, St. Jahn iy. 14 
Whoſever drinketh of the Water that | 
. give _— Shall never thirſt ; but th 


Far 


LS OB ES = OP RN SSS NSA 


Fiter, ther: Feflath gee 
tim a Well of Water fprin 


aeg, Life. And eee in Aer +0 


38. If ory Man thirf, 3 come e 
ne, and drink. He that believeth on me, 


| us the Scripture bath. ſaid, aur f his Bel- 


ly Pall flow Streams f living Water, 
And it is juſtifiable, even according to the 
Wiſdom of Words, that «< our perpetual De- 
pendance on Chriſt as 3 of his 
Family, and his maintaining our ſpiritual 
Life, by the continual Supplies of his 
Spirit, are well repreſented by ſuch Figures, 
impreſſing lively Notions of the Neceflity 
nd the Dearnels of ann ner 


dleſſed Lord. 
But further; 6 


particular Reaſon for the Uſe of the Phraſe 
Eating the Fleſh, and Drinking the Blood of 
Chriſt, for our faithful Adberence. to him; 
which indeed was not by any Means fo . 


obvious to his Auditors at that Time. It 
is, that Chriſt's Humanity is the prime 


Objet of our Faith, and Ground of our 
Hope, as we are Chriſtians: That the Se- 
TS we paration 


, Pale in Sunn. 4 
E 4 2 


—— his Flt _ lood by a vi... 
XII. lent Death; heals our deadly Wende 
? * the Reſurrection of his Body cre 
| — nn ee k 


L Fleſh of hir common "Pa tent, it nat 
pleaſed God they: ſhould be reſtoted by la 
immaculate Fleſh, which our Lord aff. 
med, and gave for the 7 of tbe 
cm da of Chriſt ; 1 
of that Wee e n 


ture frock uite; ſimful, and condemned, ü 
rendred .honourable, and pure, 1 nin 
ed in the Sight of our heavenly Father, | 
Adam's Diſobedience (which we: Uo hun 
imitated) let in upon us Corruption and 
Death; and there is one only Way to LE 
and Incorruption opened; the Obedience 
of the ſecond Adam; but in vain ſot u. 
unleſs we endeavour to imitate that like- 
wiſe, Thus you ſee the Condition, Jo # 
that eateth me, even be ſhall live by Mt. 
And, that Mankind hath vo c * 
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aper from al that has bean ane and f 


cial Occaſion for Brevity; by many mote 

Teſtimonies of Scripture. Now, I ſhall 
only add, to conclude, his Words to the 
Father, St. Fobn 2 xvii. 2. Thou haſt given 
him Power over all PFleſb, that be ſhould 


give eternal Life to 4 as Mende 


given bim. | . 

Nothing remains of what 1 monty 5 
the Explication of the Text. But becauſe 
we are approaching to the Holy Sacra- 
ment of our Lord's Body and Blood 


(though it is evident by what has been fad, 


that this Chapter ſpeaks not directly of it) 
let me hn this to you. In that Sacra- 
nent you have lively repreſented this Union 
with our Head, whereof I have been diſ- 
courſing ; and alſo find a powerful Mean 
of effecting and preſerving the ſame, and 
moſt certain Pledges of the immortal Be- 
nefits reſulting from it to all the faithful 
Members. And we are thereby to offer 
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by bim 
in 
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8 E NR NM 0 ON XIII. 

Canis s Reſurrection the Pref 
of our Reſurrection. e 5 
Preached on ; Eaſter- 9 5 


Acrs xvii, 39, 31. i 5 5 

Cod now commandeth all Men every 

where to Repent ; Becauſe he hath 

appointed a Day, in the which be 

will judge the M, orld in Righte- 

5 % by that Man whom be 

hath ordained; whereof he Bath 

given Aſſurance unto all Men, 


in that he hath raiſed him 4 | 
L Ki Dead. 


r. Paul in theſe Words S2 RMI. 

dave the Athenians, his XIII. 

wo Pagan Hearers, a Sum- 
mary View of the Re- 

 ligion he went about 
—preaching to the World. 

For or 6% > a hel of God (now ſpe- 

cially reinforced upon his new Revelation 

| to 


RW 


AI. ment of Lie, is : the e N * lg, 
the Tast and Imployment it pre 

its F ollowers ; the very Fruit for the dale 
of Which it plants and cultivates its Pi. 
' Ciples, among the Sons of Men. Then, | 
fecondly ; Judgment after this Life; for the 
Things done in it; is the neceffary Argu- | 
ment to oblige us to that Amendment of | 
our Lives; fince no other have ever yet been 
offered, nor indeed can be, ſufficient 
ſtrong upon human Minds, in getieral, for 
that Effect. And the third (a Thing here 
expreſt) the Neſurrection of Jeſus Chtil, 
the Author of our Faith, from the dead, 
appears to be the capital Proof by which | 
we are aſcertained of this future Jul. 
ment at the laſt Day; and conſequentl, of 

the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of applying 
_ ourſelves to the Buſineſs of Religion, "firſt | 
| Propoſed, even the Reformation A . 
Lives. 1 
Now nothing can be more fad * 
our Meditations at this Time of Ge 
rejoicing in Memory of our Lord's rillty | 
from the Grave, than to confider that At 
tlon of his in this View of the A ofth 


«Bi and the Dead. Per 1 5 N SAC . 


Manners, and bind our Obedience; the | 
rejoicing muſt be vain, and our Share in che 
Feſtival utterly forfeited. In Truth it 
goes much further. ; The Reſurrection . 
our Saviour, and all his gracious and glo- 


ders that look not, as they ought, for his 
returning in the Perſon of their J udge, 
inſtead of Matter of Joy and Triumph, 
a Source of more abundant and endleſs 
Calamity. I ſpeak of impenitent Chri 1 f 
an; whoſe Rebellion againſt ſo much 

Light and ſo much Goodneſs will cer- 
tainly render it leaſt tolerable for them of ' 
al Men, in the Day of Judgment. SIT 

| Let us therefore, at this Seaſon, with. 
uſt Concern, attend to the Aſurance 

given us of the coming of that great 14 : 
by our Lord's Reſurrection. And firſt, 1 
vill lay before you the dire&# Proof ari- 
ling from it; and then, open ſeveral Con- 
frmations from the ſame, that may ferve 
to renew the Thing perpetually to your 
Thoughts, and fix it in your Minds, as mat | 
moſt 


that Improvement of it, to regulate - a. 


rious Acts, muſt prove, to impenitent 8 


286 
SER. moſt dates aid propes) a well as a nioft 
XIII. certain, Conclufion. © e 
— The direct Proof is this; . "Oar? . 
Chriſt did, at ſeveral Times in his Preach-' 
ing, declare himſelf the Judge of Mans 
kind, ordained by God the Rewarderand® 
Puniſher of them, according to their dif. 

. ferent Works, by his final Sentence, in the 
End of the World. So in St. Jobn's Gol 
5 pel, Chap. v. 22. The Father judgith m 
Man, but hath committed all Fudg ment in- 

to the Son. And at the 27th and following 
Verſes, He hath given him Authority 9 
execute Fudgment alſo, becauſe be 1s the" 

Son of Man. Marvel not at this: Fir 


the Hour cometh, in the which'all' that'are WW 
in the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and / 
come forth; they that have done good," unto I. 
the Reſurrection of Life, and they that bave WW Tru 
done evil, unto the Neſurrection of Dm. Ws * 
nation. But his Declaration of this, in dot 
the xxvth of St. Matthew, is more circum” be 
ſtantial and full: Part of which only 1 Prea 
ſhall recite, and have no Need to add an N othe 
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more; the 31ſt, and following Vers. 
When the Son of Man ſhall come mm 
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from another, as 4 Shepherd divideth bis” 
Sheep from the Goats + And be ſhall ſet the 
Steep on bis right Hand, but the Goats on 
the left. Then ſhall the King. ſy unto them” = 
on bis right Hand, Come ye bleſſed of 1 my * 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared fo, 
you from the Foundation of the World.” And 

, the 41ſt. Then ſhall. he ſay alſo unto 

them on the left Hand, Depart. from me, 
ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared E 

fir the Devil and his Angels, And the 
46th. And theſe ſhall go away into ever= 
lofting Puniſhment ; but ihe righteous i into „ 

Lie eternal. % 
In the next place: To rien This 

Truth of all his Doctrine (whereof this 
b a Principal Article) our Lord contented 
not himſelf with the many Miracles 
he wrought during the Courſe of his 
Preaching (though abundantly ſufficient 
otherwiſe) but promiſed yet a further Sign, A 
the Sign of the Prin Jonas, in his Re- 


G. Matthew xii, 39 40. and __ St, Fobr : 


ii. 


then ſall be fe upon the Tiras: of 1 bij: FI RE Hong 3 
ry. And before him ſhall be garbered alt XIII. 
Nations ; and be ſhall ſeparate them * 


urrection from the dead on the third Day, . | 


OR Army ths ant we! 1 275 wa 


22 eng of the wht 
| Canfirmacion and fniſting Work to ALL he 


Efficacy of them to convince. and fk 
the World was thereby, in dame Meal, 
ſuſpended, in Rxpec tion of the P. Arn. 
ance of this laſt and greateſt. And whey 
tit was indeed. perform d, betide. its on 
| incontcſtable Evidence, we ſee-united and 

; ined in it, collectively, the Fee 

the reſt, Therefore is the Rgfur rr as 

Nerd to and magnified 48 the comprebyy.| 
foe Proof and Juftification of our Chriſt 

an Faith. And the Enemies of qu Tai 

and the Truth, we find, were well away 

af this, in their Application to lat 
St. Matth. xxvii. 63, 64. Sir, ur . 
Ber, that that Deceiver ſaid, "while ew 
get alive, After three Days Twill riſe u 
Command therefore, that the SH 
made ſure until the third Day, Wu 
Diſciples come by Night, and fas i 
. and ſay unto * 9 
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nough to reſiſt 36, 
But let us ours * 


gives Health u — Fu Ig 
Eyes to the Blind, and Life to the Dead. 
What Exception can be taken to theſe 
Credentials ? Why, ſome intereſted and 
perverſe People, rather than give mn — 
wicked Oppoſition, by acknowile: 
the Finger of God, fly to an unaccounta- 
ble Imputation of Magic Arts, and the 
Aſſiſtance of Evil Spirits. And thoug 
this can never find place with ſuch as can 
oc will think a very little while, vet, be- 
cauſe weak and prepoſſeſſed Perſons are ca- 
pable of deluding thennſelves with it, this 
Teacher foretels openly his being put to 
Death, and the Day that he ſhall be rai- 
ed again to Life by God, to prove that 
4 II. 2 9 Th | all 


XI. by the Commiſlion and Feger 
A then, on — 
not been verified in the Event; ther "doh 
| been an End of all his Credit amd Auth 
tity; fo, on the other, "ings: „nen 
fied, muſt we not ackno wiege the 
mien of b Tauch water 
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Man yet alive. In the Grave, where: the 8 
natural Operations all ceaſe, none el 
fare as. to look for 


Mun, batleving God w tbe hea | 

of the World, to think be won 
from the Dead, or ſuffer to be mi i 
the Dead, a Perſon, who had afywid| 
to that Event to juſtify falſe Doctrine 

a forged Commiſſion from him | 
fach a Suppoſition, it would be Second 
impractieable for Man to be aſſur d U 
Will of God, and (which 

ons) for God hinaſolf 'to a 
known to Man. 


the hare af) his Law 2 the Tn | 

| Judgment, he wrought many 
nigh Works; and: finally, \abeording. 20. 
Promiſe and Appeal, ruſe — 2, 
lead, ſo, that divine Act of his became 
te Confirmation and- Crown of all Ms 
he dead a Aires Proof, that he will judge 
the World in Righteouſneſs, as St. Paul in 
my Text — Re By 5 firſt ro- 
. 1 7061 2 
ments nk Cad to confirm the 
former, and illuſtrate the - juſt and natural 
Conſequence from Chriſt's Neſurrection to 
bus Judgment; that every Remembrance 
«> the former (particularly this ſolemn 
Time) 1 not fail to repreſent,” and 
* ** forcibly 
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our own ;- and that our R 


; ir teaches him 'to 2609 on r he dee 


firſt begotten, from the Dead. Our 


divine; What wonder, E i 
a Pitch yet higher than it fell from? Sin 


Cbriſts Reſurrection is a ſurs E g 


nung immediately to Fullgmint) - f l Wh 
read the Holy Scripture with am Aten 


ſo onde of thi Human Race; 
in all our Names, Poſſeſſion of EDEN in, 
Thus our Morning Hymn from St. Pail 
cri is riſen from the Dead, an bu 
Ft Fruits (or, as we ſhould rather read 
bet — the firſt Fruits ) of t bem thut i N 

ce by Man came Death, by Mai en 
a the Reſurre ction of the dad Fi 
in Adam all die, wen fo in NL. ft py 
be made alive- For the ſame Reaſon 
our Lord inſerted amongſt his moſt ge and 
ous Titles, that of the frff born, ori 


was fallen low by Tranſgreſſion, and 


Privileges and Hopes forfeited. + But aver 


NE hath condeſcended to unite it with th | 
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ig equal to the Wee; gt a Children =_— 
God, being the Children of the Ralle. | 
When therefore. we read, or em the . 
Refurrection - of Chriſt, and when, now 

checially, we ſolemnize this holy time * 

Joy and Thankſgiving for it; we muſt 
repreſent it to our Minds, as the teren * 
e Pledge, and the Cauſe, of our own Ri- 4 
ing alſo. Every Man in bis own Orden 
Grift the firſt Fruits, afterward they that 5 
te Chriſt's at his Coming. For we kno 1 1 
ith the Apoſtle, hat be, wobich' raifed up 5 
Je Lord Jeſus, ſpall raiſe. papaya * 
%. And ſince the | Seripture ſhews 
further, that they too ſhall be raiſed, who 
fruſtrate the Capacity given them of riſingto 
Life indeed, that is to Life and Happineſs, 
nd would therefore gladly ſtill fleep in the 
Duſt of the Earth; let the Reſurrection 
« Chriſt be to us as the U Trumpet to 
awaken us to our Intereſt and Duty, that 
we may by the laſt be auaten d to ever- 
lafing Life, and not to __ and ever 
ng Contempt. 


v . For E 


12th and following Vea. Pa 
5 4 great white Throne, « | 
7h, from whoſe. Face the 


great, hand before Gal; and the — 
ET Bale Life : and the dead hu 

: ed out of thoſe Things which — 
tbe: Books, accor ding to their Works," And 
the 1 HOVE V the dead which | init 
wered up thee — which wore in ths 


5 to their 2 75 
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e his Subjects 

| according to their Behaviour with Reſpe#& 
WACO d n e 
on, „ om, 0 ns > a. 


| in the World, chat this Man Crit eſus 
ſhould be inveſted with the. Lord hip and 
Government over the whole human Race. 
| Accordingly, St. Paul in the Text, you ſee, 
hath choſen to ſay, that God vill. judge 
the World in Righteouſneſs by that Man 
whom he hath ordamed. For (as We have 
juſt obſerv d) his eſpou g the Intereſts of 
Mankind and humbling himſelf to the 
Participation of their very Nature, intitled 
him, by Merit and all Propriety, to be their 
Prince and Head. And again; The Ad- 
4 miniſtration 


mates, this: idea err'd on hm 

2s ſuch. And he himſelf ald hack te 
us, St. Jobm v. 27. That the Rather þ 

gi ven r e 0 e Tulgmie 


we gn to Serbe anot er Res Lon, 
parent enough, for this C —— md 
that God, to juſtify his Ways, and dag 
ſtrate his Indulgence to the Sons of Men, 
hath appointed to judge them, their _— 
our and Patron, even their Brother and 
Partaker of their Fun and all Top 
cent Infirmities of it. 2 05 | 
'But, to return ; This Royal Di ignity 
Quilt appear'd not in the Court of th 
ED while, under tbe . * 4 _ 
want taken on him, he contin bnoxi 
to the Weakneſſes and Sufferings off Hu 
[> manity, even to an Execution full of Tor- 
| ture and Ignominy ; but after his Ti- 
umph over Death and all the Power af 
the Grave, Tux, having ſubdued his, and 
our, Enemies, did he enter upon his glo- 


— be deim our: — . 
aught expreſſy by holy Scripture, that 
Cod, by raiſing him from che Dead de- 
card him to be his Son, and cloathed 
him with Authority and Dominion over 
all the World. 80 the Apoſtle to the 
| Romans i. 4. ſays, he Was declared. to-be 
the Son of Gad with Power,. according. to 
the Spirit of Holineſs, by.. the. Refurreftion 
from the Dead; and the Prophet David, 
in the ſecond. Pſalm, . Expreſſes. the 1 
Decree on that Occaſion in theſe Words, 
| Thou art my Son, this Day have 1 begotten 
thee, For that we are to under this 
| Day of the Reſurredtion,.. the. ame St. 


Paul ſhews in Adds xiii. 3a, 33. The Pro- . 


mſe which was made unto the. Fathers, God 
bath fulfilled the ſame unto us their Children, 
| mn that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again; as 
it is alſo written in the ſecond Pſaim, Thou 
art ny Son, this Day have I begotten thee. 
Now hear what immediately follows in 
that Pſalm, A of me, and 1 ſhall give 
thee the Heathen for thine . and 
the 
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| bile @ Potter's 22 Foundatia 
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 kived, au died, and roſe again }. thr 

might be Lord both of the dead and u 
In theſe Words then we find the dub 
cf what we have been arguing for A 
ed; that as the Original and Cauſe ln 
| the Incarnation, the Life, and Deathid 
\ our Lord; & the taking Polſon) of the 
govertignty commenced from his Rekw 

rection. But our Lord's own Declaniti 
is moſt clear and ample of a ſhenin 
himſelf alive from the Dead to his Blu 
 * Diſciples; when he Galuted em ith 
ET "Occaſion in theſe Terms, A Power ings 
ven unto me in Heaven and in Earth, N 
' Matth, xxvitt, 18. Thus you have! fe 
from the Evidenee of diverſe Script 
ks, _ and-from * 


po * * 2 a 3,4 ; 1 
£ . | | 
<vE :£ e J . - 
keln in this Honour airy” Ser XK 
cp = * [+ 4 - 4 4 8 
2 8 : p N hs 4 
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Perſon af our Saviour, be conceived with 

out the Defrobution;: of: Fuller, the 88 
ing to their Condat with Repeck to the 
Las of, his Kingdaws, aud the- Ghent 
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pa Yn mr | 
to be our Judge, becauſe we . 5 
vanced to be our King, though ve looked 
on no other Chara of his Ferſon; which 
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: Af in the 1 We 0 87 His * "hae to Re 
a Sentence, he takes upon him His Roja 
BK 7 in thoſe Words St. Matthss Ps Ay 
The King Shall ſay unto them a hr f bt 
8 ha; and again, "the King |} ll anf 5 

But to give the full Force both to this 
and the following Condderuint 1 i 15 he- 
ceffiry"we obſerve, t that this Execution' at. 
Juice has not, for the main, ir plice in 
this Life. It is notorious, that our *Lards 
unprofitable Servants and rebellious Subs 
jects, the Oppreſſors and Perſecutots tbe 
Unthankful and Unholy, receive not bere, | 
many of them, according to the Fruit of 
their Works; but either deſcend to the 
Grave in Peace, or at leaſt are 'vifited, hut 
after” the common V ifitation of all Mer. 
Nay ſome paſs their Days in notable: Eaſe, 
Splendor, and Proſperity ; and thoſe Ad. N 
vantages appear to be even the Effects v 
their Wickedneſs. On the other "part; 


py + 4 


Lock upon the humble and temperate, 
the juſt and charitable Man; and you f 
not find him always rewarded; with the 

good Things of this World, or in no emi- 


nent Degree. Not that any * is les 
than 


my, >» 3 © &S OC a 
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cence of his King: pow Mag TT ! j 5 
to THAT he receives not, upon EE 
Marmot” n od 
| the elt beabäse wok kink 8 
ol all, ſubjects im oftentimes to N 018 
and Sorrow, to Impriſonment, ! 'T, . 
and Death itſelf. * ere = de Ch is 
ue convinc'd that our 


for theſe Reſpects, is Ala hoy — Meafure, 
net of this World. No: He is that noble | 


Man in the Parable,” that went into à fur 


Contry to receive for himſelf a Kingdom, 
and to return; and that after 4 bong & I 


cometh, and rechoneth - h . 
Since then by his Reſürre 


it remains, we expect his Ner- 


prepared to give Account of ourſelves at - 


the great and final ES: 


Now we may proceed to ewa the 
:oming - to be our 


Certainty of Lord's coming 
| Judge, from his — 
Power, as it is veſted in his Perſon. + 


tion we are wy 
ſured of his having'Feceived the Kingdom | 


eminent Characters of which T ſhall re- 
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Malevolence, a any a 
Wem or 3 their * 


2 own But we are bc or 
Eyes to #beir Lord and ours, anc | that 
in him nothing of - theſe can f d: place, 
The Sanctity of his Juſtice, and Jon: + 
ing of his Sande. are _— ul. 
+ i auch —— we — 
___ Perfection either of Jute be Ou: 
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bm Heaven, ah: cake: on bim-the E — 
Fe Servant; hath he ſubmitted himſelf 
wall the Sufferings of a laborious Life, 

el Death, to de the- Race of 


0 ee * 105 — + 
an Opening his Way to be fully and finally 
| god and gracious to us? All fo many 
 bteps towards the Exertion of that great : 
and magnificent Act of bringing many Sons 
fo Glory ? Therefore when we- contem- 
plte him rifing by a divine Power from 
hat Humiliation for us, and — 5 
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Ot Salvieink — great End 
his wonderful Patience and Humilit bu 
BY our Reformation. His holy Laws 
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therefore eſtabliſned no leſs by Authuriy I 
than Love, and the Sanctiont he has git this 
them are, to the obedient, eternal Lift we 
and, to the diſobedient, the Effects of Fea 
dignation and Wit. From this Lax ſtrot 
then, and the Goodneſs of the Lawgia un 
ariſes a ſure — of future Judge /-c- 
He has reſtored and enobled our N] i 
and purchaſed for us the pe ou 
pineſs ; and therefore will moſt ce ; 
make the capable happy. But, whether Bil 
IracCeA. 4 4 


Men have 1 or 


. 


had. the Teacher... and - Brin —_ 
thereby refuſed the Redeemer and Saviour. © 
Then ſhall the grateful. and obedient "nn 
upon the purchaſed Inheritance 3 
dh bam ab Sana nlea., And . 
then alſo muſt the Sentence of Juſtice 
make the Contemners of our Lawęiver's 
Authority feel, how much heavier their 
Guilt is, that they have been Contemner's 
likewiſe of his Love and Goodneſs. 
Let theſe Conſiderations, therefore, at „„ 
this Time eſpecially, fill our Minds, that 
we may remember, with juſt Hope and ; 
Fear, the Command in the Text, and the 
ſtrong Reinforcement. of it, that God com- 
nandeth all Men every where. to repent 3 
becauſe he bath appointed a Day, in the _ 
which he will judge the World in Righte- | 
wſneſs by that Man, whom be hath ordain- 
ed ; whereof be bath given Aſſurance unto. 
all Men, in that be Lach raiſed him from 
the Dead, And may his r (as, i in our 
Vor. II. 5 e e o 
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ſame Teſus, whj ch is talen up 
from you into aden, — 

in like Manner, as . — 
him Coed cn. Heaven. e rere 


— 


» 
1 


. 
— 
wy 


074 he Barth, and 55 
ed 'the Work which" be 
eue Bim to ab; he did 
in the Sight of his D. 
ciples, as they had been given” to 
aſcend FI to him into Heaven, even "thi 
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ils by a Pet 50 80 3% 
and Relation to them, had h 
been ſo affecting, . muſt yet have fixt them 
under a ongAftoniſhment ; and, after ther 
Eyes had purſued his Motion as far as hu · 
man Sight could pierce, they would have | 
ſtill been employed the fame Way, and 
dwelt upon the Scene' where this Wonds 
was juſt tranſacted. But theſe Men. ſow 
parted from them in ſuch a miraculous 
Manner, bim, for whom they had forſi« 

ken all the World, and were therefore hated 
by it: Him from whom they had learnt the 
Way, and expected the Gift; of i 
Bleſſedneſs. Here was a powerful Mix. . 
ture of Grief, and Fear, and Hope, adde 
to their Admiration; and, a Turn ther 
muſt have been for Joy alſo (as we find 
it in the laſt Verſes of St. Lues 
in the Contemplation of their Lord 40 glo- 
rious Entrance on the Poſſeſſion of 0. 
vereign : Dignity and Power at he; right 
Hand of the Father. How then is it chat 
the Angels ſay to them, 27 Men: afGals 
ke, Muy fland ye garing up into Heaunt 
Sur they meant it not 1 5 Rebule 
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a of their Wonder: ad Concern...:No 

y Deſign of this Form of Words * 
muſt have been (tom the Occaſion of their "v4 
preſent Meditations) to lead them on to 
anther, a. more excellent age and 
1 'This pi 7 r, which. 5 kalen 
10. from you into Heaven, Hall come in like. 
Mamer, as ye haue ſeen bim go into Hra- 
wer, Let us therefore (according to the 
two parts of the Text) gl, conſider of 
ſuch Concluſions as we may judge 
offered themſelves to the Diſciples Mind 
of that Time, (and muſt do to every Be- 
lerer in the Aſcenſion of Chriſt;) and. - 
then cloſe with that recommended by the 
Angels, as ſurpaſſing all the reſt, bis cum 
ing again to fit in Judgment over uus. 
Io begin with the moft general Concer 
ſon: It is the Reality of our Lord's A4. 
fan, and the Truth. "of all his Doctrine. 
Tnar is moſt perfect and celeſtial; brought 
down, not from the Top of - Horeb, but 
(is the Teacher witneſſed) from Heaven 
itſelf ; from the Council and Boſom of the 
Father And what could be more. direct- 
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NV. ene 7 5 
. Prophet Agur, lan 
the Ignorance of God and his Ways, and 
ſaying, I neither learned Wi iſdom,, nor bude . 
the Knowledge of the Holy, adds 2 
Cerſe the 4th.) Who hath aſcended up 
Heaven, ar deſcended ? to 2 
Nerd (and it may be the Hope) of weceiv. 
ing a complete Syſtem of Laws fen 
himſelf. For he goes on; aubo hath u. 
 thered the-Wind in bis Fifi? "Who Fu 
bound the Waters in a Garment? ho hath 
 eftabliſhed all the Ends of the Eerth? Why 
is bis Name, and what is his Sa Mun, 
F thou canft teil? Accardivgly; his Sm, 
our Saviour, in his Diſcourſe with Nw 
demus, who owned him for a Teacher on 
From God, lets him underſtand, in Jullifs 
cation of his high and heavenly Done 
that he came indeed, immediately, from hi 
Preſence i in the Heavens, St. John Wl. 32, 
| 13. V bave told you earthly Things, ant | 
je believe not; how ſhall ye-believe, I 
tell you of | heavanty Things ? And nd Mat 
bath aſcended up to Heaven, but be thi 
ame down from wes: even the ”_ g 
5 | 1 
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a ſt Vere, that tis * 


2 
people: Only the Son, ' whoſe Ref. 


is in Heaven from Everkifing, 


: * Men foch a Revelation, as exceeded the 
ha fat this, and aſterwun is % 
mounted into the Air, received by * 
baue upon his Creatures. 2 or f 
dt Aden as Proof of his 00 —r I I | 
that be war come | from God A nie is 
bad, makes it ſtill more direaly and 0. 
” 1 


. aVv.. &% 1 bis. D ip believed not ; 0 

8 e Bis Sayings as bar; he . 

fers them to the future Satisfaction gf th 

"Evidence, Verſe 62. What, and. if. Jt foul 

Tl "fee: "the Son of Man aſcend up. bere he 
vag before,” And the xvi. 28; 1 rhe 

| his Apoſtles, IT came forth from wa 

and am come into the World: 


I leave the World, and go to the Aur! 
And this is the . fir ft ( "-nchuſion bf U. 


and Comfort (and that very general) Which 
the 8 t 5 could not fail of. making; 
nor yet can we, or any of their Follow 
to the End of the World. * © 
The reft are_more Particular n 
Secondiy then, we conclude from th 
- AG of our Saviour's, our own Capacity 
for a bleſſed Immortality. The Race « 
Mankind 3 is ſenſible of the Effect s of thei 
, common. Father's Diſobedience; that hel 
Grave ſwallows all that the Womb) ups 
plies. And no Satisfaction, no Hope, ca 
be named, bearing any Proportion tothei 
natural Deſires, but what includes the 
being redeemed from og E oreuptio 
The preſent Life, at beſt, is rdly 
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n 1 this Fear, #ivo great Ex- 
2 were given of mortal Men aſcend- 
to Heaven; . one before the Flood; 
alt the other winder the Laws The firf 
is of Enoch, whom God tranſlated, that he 
ſhould not ſee: Death 5 The - ſecond. of El- 
jab, who, with 'a Chariot of © Fire, and 
L Horſes of Fire, went. up by a Whirhwind 
| into Heaven. Theſe were given for the 
Conſolation, doubtleſs, of God's faithful = 
Servants ; and had their Effect, to keep 
alive in their Minds the Hope of Immor- 
ality. But THAT, under the third Period 
of Time, in the Perſon of our Lord, exceeds - 
the former in Value, as much as his Gol. 
pel doth the. imperfe& State of Religion 
either among the Jews or the ancient Pa- 
triarchs. For firſt 3 it is evident, that this 
Example is more full and direct to the 
common Caſe of Mankind, and ſo more 


E'to their Encouragement ; becauſe 


7 fereriee is, the 
S for e e, ſome e 


l into Heaven. We find neither 
IR, AO, ay — 
r bu. 
the Son of God, e Lord from Nn 
took our Nature npon him, that be mit 
decome the JE: Alam, the Hel 


raiſe and agen Famanity, making lk 
pable. of the Principles of Incorruption, 
And upon Tut: Regain we _— the | 


will walk wonhy of that high G lids: 


_ and qualifies us the Brethren of his only 
Sen; and ſo intitles us alſo to a Rane 
excrlaſiing Inheritance with him. That. 
fore is the Aſcenſion of the Pt db wick 
Bounty and Merits have procurcl all this 
for us, a direct Pledge of our ade 


joyful Hope we may likewiſe embrace and 

bold faſt while, wo ferve him faithfully, 

for he has made it general, in ſaying at 
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and then adding at the 24h Ver 
tber, T will that they alſo, whom. 4, 
given. me, be. with me where T an. k 
"fame Promiſe, and upon the ame 5 
| thon, was expreſs'd before, Chap ik al 
"Tf any. Man Herve me, tet bin fue 
aud ubere Fg am, there ſhall alſo my $4 
be. This comforted his firft Dig wy 
on his Departure from: then! wb 
their Minds immediately (which B 
- ought Kill to produce) above the Feat, and 
"a the Concerns of Mortality, An 
| dered them more than Men 7 us 
| Life. 9 1 1 
3 fourth Cantata, which Fey 
upon the fame Ground, was the Miß 
of the Holy Ghoſt, to enable them, by} 
his anke En Gifts, to propagate the! 


. Goſpel throughout the World ; "a like- 
_ wile (in the proper and neceſſary Meafir) 
to enlighten, the Minds, and  govetn "the 
Hearts of all faithful Chriſtians” for 5 ever, 
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that fame Feſus whom ye have crucified,” 

kth Lord and Crit. Thus St. Peter's 4 
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into Heaven, 410 f is on the "right Hand of 
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a juſt Occaſion to put the Spectators of it 
in Mind of his ſecond coming thence to 
judge the World; and ſecondly, ſhew, that 
the one is a ſuffitient Proof” alſo of the 
other, though leſs e than or the 
former Concluſions. 
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Kingdom. And we ſee plainly, that this 
is not done in the preſent World, but in 
part; and therefore do aſſure ourſelves. 
fom the infinite Greatneſs," Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs of our King, that he will finiſh: - 
what remains in the laſt Day of Recom- 
penſes: That then the Contemners of his 
Laws, who may have ſhined here in pro- 
perous Wickedneſs, ſhall be humbled un- 
der a juſt Sentence; and the Obſervers «x 
them, though 'obſcure and depreſt before, 
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Day for the Breaches of it ?- It could: then | 
be no en to 3 . d _ 


(le. | ; "Fs , ah ee 2 
— Loflh, if we reflett © on N Gaol 805g 


ing Inferences from 'Cheift's Aſcenfion, == 


* roy our own. Capacity of immortal = 
Bleſſedneſs, and his actual beflowing it; 


they too will teach us his coming again . 


to Judgment. Here Is a Capacity, and 
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lacy to themſelves, for that Purpoſe, in». 
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Fooliſh and Wicked Men laid hold of this 
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ad their Temples and Images, and a 
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but at the laſt Day to judge the Quick and 

he Dead. And it will be manifeſt upon. 

that Conſideration, that he could not in- 
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of) produced immediately ſtapendems x 
feds in the Perſons, and by the Hands af 
the Diſciples. Theſe appeared in Bin a 
Tongues, and of Wiſdom, and Utferance, 
to preach rhe Word:; and in the Gifiz of 
Healing, and other e Works, to 
yield Teſtimony to the Truth of'it : Tho, 
indeed, the former did that alſo; and the 
very Preaching. prov'd what - was preached 
to be true. Theſe were given, chiefly 
(as we may judge by their public Uſe) to 
public Perſons ; thoſe appointed to miniſter 
in holy Things. Vet even theſe were nat 
intirely confined to them. But the diffi 
five . free Grace of the Donor, inveſted 
others alſo with the ſame, according to 
the Example he had before ſet in his an- 
- cient Church of the Myaelites in the Wi 
derneſs, where Eldad and Medad prophe- 
fied, as well as the Seventy Elders,” as ne 
read in the xith of Numbers. Whether 
it ſeemed good to the Divine W 
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dream Dreams; your young ien ſball ſee 
Vifons. And alſo: upon. tl Servants," and 
upon the Handmaids, in thoſe. Days un I 5 
jour out my Spirit. The Inſtance of the 
four Daughters of Phz lips the Evangeliſ, 


in the xxiſt of the n is * to _ 9 


Purpoſe. 207% 

But hon theſe Gifts were not kmited 8 
3 to Perſons, yet in Point of Time they 
were. For, as their Diſtribution was made 


to propagate and to demonſtrate the Truth. 
of the Goſpel; and with the Words and 


Deeds of poor. illiterate Perſons (by ſuch 
Inſtruments God glorified that Work) to 
confound the wiſe, the learned, and the 


mighty; theſe Ends once obtained, after 


an Age or b 
were wholly, or almoſt wholly, withdrawn. 
Nor need this, * of Cliriſ- | 


e lan, nin, th they as 
XV. dued with. the fame Powers. * ont 
7 


mitive Times laboured under din 
 Freflures, and infinite Difficultios and 
Temptations. And asfor thoſe, hho: 
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of the Holy Ghoſt ; je i evidans hb ha 
them chiefly for the Sake of others Ani 
. Wien cy GS 
neſs. 250, as watt: as We, lah; * 
they had preached to orbers themſelves be- 
come Coftwaye, And: fact; -vipiil 
any id, would ac he NIE 
Lord: 9 noe prophefld-tith 
Nam Aud in thy Name have cn u 
Devil? And in thy Name dum m 
wonderful Works ? And then I uill rs 
feſs unto them, I never — 
e eee rauity.. 


S2 Ferrer. Sr SS 


dmirable; ad ances * Veriefiviat W 
the Receivers, 'whom they inſtruct and e. 
ſabliſn in the Way of their eternal Sal- 
vation. Many Proofs of" this Wan 
eee 
* Firſt, & k fla thatths/ Sie | 
w all good Chriſtians, hecauſt we are 
taught that the Church of Chriſt is his 

Body ; and intn that ae Body we ar a 

baptized, faith St. Pau, I ane Spirit x 
Cor. xii. 13 57 And Ephel. iv. 4. There 
is ne Body, and ane Spirit; and preſently 
ther, at the yth Verſe, he allows the Con- 
ſequence of . a- proper Portion of Grace 
n at the ſame Time that he 
Jerent- _ Meaſures + e me 


rer or the xn ber 


Fend upon the Operntidnr of dhe s 1 
| Dwelling in each Perſon; Remans'viill 14 
If the Spirit of. bim that. raiſed 1 yo fu 
from the Dead dwell in you; be that rai 


up Cbrift from the Dead ſpall alfa quicken 


- your mortal Bodies by his Spirit that'd 


keth in you.” Thirdly, the tame Thing * 


evident from the ſeveral Places, 
Chriſtians, in general, are! affirmed-tobs 
. the Temple or Temples of God, or of the 
Boh Ghoſt, (which is all one) and are 


exhorted and reaſoned with upon that Syp- | 


poſition. 80 2 Cor. vi. 16. Ye" are th 
Temple of the living God; as God hath ſaid, 


T will dell in them, and walk in thews 


5 and I will be their God, and they Hall be 
my People : Where it is equally” nanifel 
| 81 the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Churen 
Corinth (and in them to. AlL) with ut 
Diſtinction of Rank, as it is that 8 od 
ſpake the Words quoted from Leviti 


the whole Body. of the Iſraelites and f 
Poſterity, And that St. Paul i nded 
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Fpiſtle to the fan kN 
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ſenple 14 Gd "HY God . : Fun 
4 Temple: of Cad is holy, \which Temple) ye. 
And 2 Cor. vi. 18, 19. He char com. 
15 Fernication, finneth, againſt his own; 
; What, - know ye not. that your Body: 


_—  —— — 


«the Temple 101 0 the 7 171 85 Mts 78.3) 


LA 


of the Context, 8 


li Soul. . 08 Sh ; eds 1055 
After this * to Juſt the come, 
non Intereſt, ye all have in in the 


tis Day celebrated 31 procced to 


wits we may {till reap fromit Proc ' 
c God's abiding: with! us!; Witch as the. | 
Operations of- the Holy Spirit, influencing 
ud governing the Members of ig Church 
tom. the, bighrſt,.00 the 


bus 


dong tee Vir ad Olde 
Tay, the frengtbning againſt 


tg all ths Papas vl IS 
r 1 
unde. 88 "por | W WD. JE 0 
A 
Holy one, and ye know ll T "Kid 
here it is neceflary to confider, ind "Wie 
Caution, how this Matter ſtan 


of us delude ourſelves fond) in 


Difyrace and Miſchief tc Rellgl 


e e 


avoid that, let the Condition be wel 
remembered, on which kangs the Title 
to all theſe Gifts, the Keeping ont Nor u 
Commandments ; and let it be ag dull eats 
ply'd with. In order to that, *Contentivt 
Tanten a Ambition, d pap 
out; as welt as the les 

He that” has lie Mind 3 
theſe Paffons, Lecps not the Meru t ar 
n nn 


3 
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of St. James, Let not that Mam think that 
le ſhall receive any Thing of the Led. A 
fond Caution is this, that we truſt not 
upon extraordinary Aſſiſtances of this Kind 
without u diligent Uſe of the ordinary and 
ternal Means: And conſequently, if the 


— Þ--; — 1 


d Providence bare given vs but little 
1 Opportunity of ſuch. Means, that we pre- 
ene not to be qualified beyond them, any = 
, further, than is neceſſary to the Salvation 
r 
1 ben ſhall be taught of tie Lad: And, 
nd nat that any Man teach you : And, 
% al not teach every Man bis Newgh- 
ae 


ben the ſmalleſt to the greateſt... But if 
ve would underſtand. theſe Places rightly, 
ve muſt not forget, that the ſame Goſpel 
ub hath appointed. publick Teachers, to 
dle Care of the Church of God 3 to preach 
the Ward, reprove, „ 95 my—_+— a 
bs Apoſtle faith. to Timothy... 


2 


rn 


Fe , 


* indifferent to neglect Ws rational 
expect God's immediate inward” teaching 
to favour the Contempt of his owwᷣ Au- 
thority in the outward Teac ching by his 
Miniſters. And as to the Tevis ched 
that run in ſuch ſtrong Ternib; fines" he 
have ſo unanſwerable a Reaſon that hy 
muſt receive a qualified Interpretation 
ns ſee if it will not be found with ut any 
Strain. The ſublime Manner and fun- 
tive Vehemence of the prophetic Style is is 
well known: And to that it is incident 
ſpeak of that, which is indeed only mijn. 
er and leſs, as nothing at all, or of no N. 
Aue, in order to ſet that which is m en. 
 cellent. in the ſtronger Light. 80 Where 
Jaiab ſays, When ye come to appear before 
me, who. hath required this at y Hand: 
to tread my Courts? he treats the Sacrifices 
and ſolemn Days, as #0 Duty, n lo- 
ſtitution. And yet we know; bh were 
abſolutely required of that Nation But the 
Intent is, by that Form of erben in 
mate. how very much more accepts 
God is * and * an 775 


2 
we 


rr 
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. rr 


ons, they PUP. ave waieighys Man "A 


Neighbour, ee "Min" bir Broker," 
be gives us to ut 


that there ſhall he much leſi Need of ſach 


teaching, and that there ſhall be a more 


admirable, a divine, Teaching, by the plen- 
iful Effuſion of the i in the 80 -Þ 


| the Meſſiang. 


A ſecond Operation of IM Spirit f 5 is his 
long Mens Hearts to Religion and Vir- 


ne. You know, our Sanfification is at- 


ributed to him in Scripture: As is like- , | 
wiſe our Adoption to be the Sons of God. 
And it is evident, that the State of Son- 
ſhip is a State of Obedience. The new 
Man, the new Createre, is his Wark, be- 


nd carried on to Perfection in as many as 


feld themſelves obedient to his Motions 


ichn them: For by them he mortifies 


their corrupt Affections, enlivens their De- 


fie and Hope of Heavenly Things, and 


purges and renews the Spirit of their Mine 


'8 with a celeſtial Fire. 


The third is that which e a- 
int Tenptatians. How ſubtle and por- 
Vol. II. e A . c Ws erful 


—— — — — 


SEA. erful erer they be, OY are akicey by 
| XV. 0 St. John, Greater is be that is in ut, than 
be that is in the World, Thus ate the 


| dience of it, and to the reſiſting, with Re- 


Faithful ſecure of defeating the Wit, 
and triumphing over the Violence of thei 
ſpiritual Enemy by the 7; ictory of theit 
Faith; which is ſtrengthened to a perfect 
Stability by the working of the Spirit of 
God. I need not obſerve, how much 
both this and the former Operation are 
enforced by the frft, that of Illuminatimn ; 
ſince nothing is clearer, than that the 
. Knowledge of the Truth, in all rationd 
Creatures, muſt lead powerfully to the Ol. 


ſolution, whatever would withdraw them | 


fltom its Author and Rewarder.. tice 


But the fourth and Ia (I ſhall anne to 
does moſt efficaciouſſy promote all the reſt, i Ing 
namely, the Aſiſtance given our Prayers : 


and the Interceſſion for their Acceptance. WM the 
Buy that our Light is increaſed, and out the 
| Feet determined to walk in it, and to ab. hen 
| hor all the Paths of Darkneſs. nde whi 
Prayer is a, Condition required, and the a re 
Means appointed by God, for our obtün- . End 
ing all his Gifts; what can be © more ne; the 


* 
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Ingratitude and Inſenſibility. 


b his Church, 333 
ceſſary, or contitbuikg more, to our gancti- &= R M. 
cation and Salvation, than a Power 1 XV; 

iſing to perform the Condition, and ren- . 


' er the Means accepted and effectual? 


And this Patronage of our N eceſſitics, with 


the preparing and forming our Heart, ſo 


that the Deſire of it may be heard, we 


owe to the Holy Ghoſt. It is he that 


joureth on us the Spirit of Grace and of 
Supplications, and maketh Interceſſion for. 
u him ſelf with Groanings which _—_ 
be uttered. | 
Nov, as I propoſed i in the haſt Place, 
kt us conſider of the Uſes we are obliged 
to make of ſo many divine Favours: 
What Reflexions, Reſolutions, and Prac- 
tice, they muſt influence and effeQtuate ; 
to be fruſtrated by nothing but a brutiſh 


The firſt is, frequent Meditation upon 
theſe Things, that we may keep awake 


lle moſt lively Senſe of God's incompre- 


henſible . Goodneſs and Condeſeenſion, 
which, beſides the natural Juſtice of it, is 
a requiſite leading Step to our gaining the 
Ends and Fruits of all that Goodneſs. And 


he Praiſe and Thankſgiving we offer on 
: A a 2 — this 


356 Of God's perpetual Profence 
Sz N. this Day, proceeding from Hearts: ſo af 
XV. fected, will be n with \cceptance. 
And we have, I hope, ſaid, and. ſhall i, 
with ſuch Hearts; Thou art gone up - on 
High, thou haſt led Captivity captive; and 
received Gifts for Men, yea even for thin 
Enemies, that the Lord God mught duel 
among them. Praiſed be the Lord dai; 
even the God who ee us, E 

bis Benefits upon us. 


A fecond Uſe we are obliged to nal 4 


theſe Benefits, is to fly from Idblatry,: | 


diffuſed a Root of that God is pleaſed to 
eut off, by thus deſcending graciouſly from 
Heaven, his Dwelling Place, and fixing 
his Habitation among the Sons of Men 
alſo: And have juſt now ſet forth the 
Aſſiſtance and Interceeding, in Fayour-db 
our Prayers and Infirmities, by the Hoh 
Ghoſt, who is God, making his Aal 
with us, And what — then, what 
Excuſe, remains for the ſuperſtitious Mor. 
ſhip of Interceſſors among Chriſtian Mea? 
Or, do we queſtion, with thoſe . Revolten 
of old, 1s the Lord among us, or not {Fot, 
how can the — to (error 


Ta- 


ſhewed, at the Beginning, how great and 


R 


Froourites in Heaven, f 


SELF is ever preſent with them here on 


K KSS 


with his C 


who believe that the 46fE Aiden Hr M- NV. 


mmiſerate their Neceſſities, 
and to 20 their Devotions, and make 


them acceptable and accepted ? O to 


what an ineredible Degree is Mankind 
prone to idolatrous Worſhip, that will be 
deluded to invoke the Patronage of Saints, 
when they know they have the immediate 
Aſfiſtance and Protection of IO" Ant 
anttihed all the Saints! 
The lat Uſe is the Reſolution and Care 
of obeying the Laws; I fay, Care; for 
much Thought, and Watchfulneſs, and 
Labour, is required. And let not Men 
dceive themſelves, as many have done, 
in imagining, becauſe they are blefled 
with an all- powerful Aſſiſtant and Con- 
ductor, that nothing is left for them to do. 
The Works of God, ſay they, cannot be 
perfect : And. to join human Endeavours 
tor the Accompliſhment, were to diſho- . 
nour him, But they ought to conſider, 
that the Perfection of any Thing deſigned 
for an End, lies not in its Greatneſs or 
6 out the Fitneſs to obtain that 
ä 4 End. 


468 0% God' pen 'P, * 


SERM. End. The End before us, is the Jecken 
XV. of a free, rational Creature. And oy , 
— Power exerted to enforce his Obedience, 
as ſhould take away his Freedom, and * 
ſtrate the Uſe of his Reaſon, muſt be al. 
together, unapt to ſerve that End; and 
would therefore be far from a pen fest Ac- 
tion, deſtroying all the Excellency of the 
End propoſed by divine Wiſdotn, and lei- 
ving it void of Morality, of Virtue and 
Religion, We are therefore to give 
Diligence, to obey the Dictates, and cc 
operate with the Motions of the Spirit 
The Incitements to this are many and 
cogent. As. fut; That it is given us to 
that very Purpoſe ; - Secondly, That it im- 
ports ſo full and certain Encouragement; 
ſince it is a Thing impoſſible we ſhould 
fail of Succeſs, if we do our part, being 
directed and ſupported in our Courſe by 
the Almighty. Thirdly, The Condition 
expreſt before the Text, 1f a M 
nie, he will keep my Words, and my pi 
l love bim; and we will come unto bin, 
and make our Abode with him ; this Con 
dition, I fay, muſt give us the greatel 
Dread of Diſobedience: For it 1 * 


: ST: PRES. > — 
8 . 7 
* : : 
y * 


that the Spule of will not © dwell Lwith Sum. ; 
liſobedient Souls, but depart from them, 4 

and leave ors to be n 1 e 2 
Spirit. | 
But, to comets : No Nove can Is 
even imagined to inforce the utmoſt Cau-- 
tion, and the moſt awful Reverence, like 
that of the Divine Power and Holineſs of 
Him that dwells and operates in our 
Hearts. If we corrupt them with Injuſ- 
tice, or Impurity, it is a Provocation a- 
gainſt him of direct Profanation and Sacri- 
lege. Upon which I cannot but repeat 
thoſe Words : 1f any Man de file the Tem- 
ple of God, him ſhall God deftroy. Let us, 
therefore, hearken to the Exhortations 
and Threatnings of the Apoſtle : Vork 
out your own Salvation with Fear and 

| Trembling : For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of bis good 
Pleaſure. And, again; God hath not cal- 
ed us unto Uncleannefs, but unto Holi neſs. 
He therefore that deſpiſeth,  deſprſeth not 
Man, but God, who bath alſo given unto 
us his boly yo. 


aa 4 5 Now 


x» ATE Fes Sanctißer, three Perſons. . 
be all Honour, and Glory, 

= | and Obedience, in 
= exec Re err. 
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SERMON XVI. 


Of the Benefit and Advantages of 
the Goſpel 9 1 


e f)r 4a 

Brauske upon | Chriftmaz-Day. 3 
CE dee dee de dee 
Mar. > - Ml 30. 


| My Yoke is eaſy, and * Burden is 
tight. 


are thus joined unto the XVI. 

foregoing : Come unto * VV 

me, all ye that labour and 

are heavy laden; and I 
ul give you Ref. Take 

my Yoke upon ou, and learn of me ; 3 for IJ 

am meek and 2 in Heart : And ye fhall 5 

find Reſt unto your Souls, For my Nite i + 

eaſy, and my Burden i is Err. 1 


The 


2 4 HESE Words ef Crit GERM. | | 1 


have fer apa t, to commence "Win re- 


| ligious Thankfulneſs, the firſt diſcloſing of 
that Light, whereby their Feet have been 
guided into the Way of Peace, It is the 
bright Direction from thence (if we ſhut 
not our Eyes againſt it) which diſtinguiſhes 
our preſent, and ſecures our future Hap- 
pineſs, exceedingly beyond the Hopes or 
Privileges of former People and Apes; For | 
before our Lord came, and ſhewed all 
Men the Divine Will; it is well known, 
bow Darkneſs covered the Earth, and groſs 
Darkneſs the People. Nor have we amy 
Need to prove, by particular Reaſoning, 
that ſo it muſt have been, with regard to 
the Inſufficiency and Blindneſs of all pre- 
cedent Teachings and 9 for the Gui- 
dance of human Life. xperience bath | 
proved it ; and Hiſtory 4 us 4 Bt the Ig: 
norance and Immorality of bot ro and 
Gentile, 
The latter Ka LE the Kore 
ledge of God, which they received, either 
from his Works, or from Tradition; con- 
founding the Unity, by weak, coyetous, or 
I ks 0 __4t- 


'1 Abitos Deriees of ea and . Seel. 
Deities; and by ſhameleſs Tales, cruel Sa- — 
crifices, with other abſurd and looſe W 

| miſrepreſenting . his Nature, and, at the 
fame time, carrying on both theſe Cor- 
ruptions by the degenerate Policy of their 
wild and diſhonourable ' Allegories. So 
that it appears, how well the Apoſtle faid 
of them, that they were without God. in 
the World. For, by the Means before re- 
cited, they had brought Things to that 
paſs, that few among them were ſo much 
better for any Knowledge of God, as the 
Generality, for their corrupt Notions of 
him, were the «worſe, And for this View 
of their Condition, we chuſe not out the 
baſeſt Ages, or meaneſt Nations, but the 
beſt Times, as we have Cauſe to think, 
of the beſt People; ſuch, whoſe happy 
Climates, Situation for-. Buſineſs, early 
good Laws, long Succeſſion under a Stabi- 
lity of Government, and wide-extended 
Empire, appear to have exalted to the 
Height of Arms, Arts, Letters, and all 
Greatneſs of Mind. It is true, that in 
thoſe Days, there did ariſe divers Men of 
* . and Wiſdom, who ſought 
| — * 


36. Of the Bonefi and Advantages | 
SSR. to redreſs the Evils which ae . 9 
chemes of moral Shu, 


XVI. their ſeveral. 


„ which they profeſſed themſelves Tea 
chers. To the Faults and Defecte where. 
of, nevertheleſs, there is a great deal t6h 
ſaid. But 1 ſhall leave them Wich ther 
due Fe, taking Notice of fav. 
Fir, That left entire the: wg 


they did hot mch as attempt be Bu. | 
formation of their Theology and public 


Worſhip. The ſecond is the Obſcurity and 
far-fetch'd Reaſoning they were obliged 
to uſe, for Want of Knowledge and Authi- 


rity to teach, by way of Matter of Fail, 


From whence it was, that only a few 


choice and abſtracted Spirits hearkened to 


them ; the Maſs of the People, and the 
Philoſophers, ſeeming to have no Sort of 
Buſineſs with one another: So that the 
univerſal Beneficence of Chriſtian Teach- 
ing is a proper Glory to it: The Par have 
the Goſpel preached unto them. 

ben, as to the other Part of the World, 


dme People of the Jews, and their Laws I 


need ſay the leſs in this Argument, bocauſe 
their Hiſtory in the Books of the Old-Tel- 
- tament 


S at — — — — m — — 


enough to remember you of their Dark- 
neſs and Corruption; and for the Weak 
neſs of their Inſtitution itſelf, to reflect, 
that he that appointed it, appointed alſo, 

nd beforehand fignified, its giving Place 


* Gael - 


nent, and, the State of Wer Man- Sen 
ners when our Lord appeared, in. thoſe. of XV 
the New, are read by every body. To Yu 


ume Sadduces and Phariſees may be 


to one more perfect. 


Great then, doubtleſs, was the Need, . 
moſt deſireable the Bleſſing, of a Teacher 


come from God. And who would not, to 


be delivered from even the beſt of the 


former wretched States, gladly receive the 


ſeyereſt Rules, and conform to the ſtrict- 


eſt Diſcipline; to become his Diſciples? 


But our divine Maſter, our Lord and 
God, who brought his Light and Law 
from Heaven, doth not ajflict willingly, 


nur grieve the Children of Men. Accord- 


- wgly, his Benefits are clogged . with no 


hard Conditions. The Tidings of | his 


| Goſpel are exceeding glad Tidings. He 
leſſens the Service, and increaſes the Re-. 


ward. O come wnto him, all ye that labour 


OT f0 your | Is 
XVI. Burden 1s liebe. 


some indeed 80 may be u remait 


inſenſible to this glorious Liberty of the 
Children of God, and take no Chriſtian 
Part in the preſent Joy ; but think if he 
had freed them from all Law, required no 
Manner of Duty at their Hands, then they 
| ſhould rejoice indeed. Such are ready to 
anſwer the gracious Invitation with, — 

* Why any Burden, any Yoke at all? 
* Hath Nature given us Deſires only to 
cc be denied, - Or joined Fleſh and Spitit to- 
« gether for perpetual War and Conflicts 
To theſe I ſhall, upon this Occaſion, on- 
ly reply, that the Reſtrictions and Injunc- 
tions, of Religion, they complain of, wil 


be found to relate, either to Practices na- 


turally miſchievous to their own Particu- 
lar, or deſtructive to their Neighbourm; 

or elſe are Conditions and Means of ob- 
taining divine Helps and Favours, by which 
Man is enabled to proceed with Cer 
Strength, and Security, in the Way c 
Peace, which leads to everlaſting Happinek. 
Theſe latter are manifeſtly our Advantage, 
far from being Matter of Complaint. And, 


of the Goat relation. 
Is for the former 3 What tar or Arn. 
what Child, without a Perverſeneſs ſelf. XVI. 
condemned, can find Fault with the com- 3 
non Father and Lord, that forbids him to 
uin himſelf, or abuſe his Fellow Servants 
ind Brethren ? And if they inſiſt, and ex- 
tend their Objection againſt this whole 
mortal State and Frame of Things; n 
te conſidered, that nothing of that Nature 
can be advanced, but the Objector will be 
expoſed to one of theſe Inconveniencies. 
Either he deſpiſes the Grant of Immor- 
ality and Perfection of his Being in Hap- 
pineſs, as not worth the Labours of fo 
ſhort a Probation, as this Life paſſes him 
through : And then what Anſwer can be 
made ? He muſt be himſelf deſpiſed by 
dl that are any Thing above ſo poor a 
Þirit, ſo unreaſonable a Judgment. Or 
dſe, he allows indeed the high Value of 
that Bleſſedneſs, but repines at the Donor, 
and excepts to. his Bounty, becauſe ſome 
Qualifications are inſiſted on: Becauſe he 
will not reward thoſe that never work, or 
crown them who never ſtrive. But Men 
deal not thus with human Benefactors. 
f they an nex a Condition 0 reſerve a Pay- 
ment 
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Me ment n Pn w hel Tenth: 9 
VL poſe, of the: Value of their whole: Gill 
FP : th; or one half; the B 

is neverth6leG well underſtood ant 3 
fully acknowledged: But no Reproach 
by any Means caſt upon him that 'gives 
much; becauſe he was pleaſed to give no 
more. And yet'the good 'Things, which 
God hath prepared for them that love him, 
| bear no fuch Proportion to the Labouts of 
that Love, the Duties required of them, 
They cannot be eſtimated as anſwering 
thouſandth part of the former, nor the 
ten thouſand times ten thouſandth, mer 
any thing that all Arithmetic can evef - 
preſs. Wherefore to complain of the Terms 
of the Covenant we are under, is equally 
inconſiſtent with common Senſe, and wil 
Modeſty, Candour, and Gratitude, - | 
There remains indeed, one part of the FY 
al Objection, concerning the Puniſhments 
they incur, who will not obey the Golpd 


of Chriſt, But ſee, if it be not filenedd BY 7 
in the ſame Manner, by appealing to and I ne 
conſidering our natural Apprehenſions of tary 
" Kindneſs and of Juſtice, whereby = Goo 
a id 


"Fl 


| one Pi” the 
Hazard eas enda cc nar — When 
Man is put into great Power, he may, 

iy the Abuſe of it, draw upon himſelf 
private or publio Vengeance; which elle 7 
he had never felt. But. does any one there= 


whoſe Favour inveſted him with it? Great 
Wealth cannot be ſeparated from the Li- 
deny of ruining by it Health, and Life, 
ind Innocence: Yet the liberal Hand that 
beſtowed it is never made anſwerable for 
ſich Conſequences. All Men would count 
t ſtrange and wild to hear the Ingratitude, : 
Infamy, and Miſery of a baſe and per- 
ele Receiver, charged upon the Head of 
his Benefactor, becauſe it is true that with- 
out his Beneficence the other had not pro- 
Loc ſo ieee ere 111 ungrate- ; 
ful, 

This may ſuffice to ſhew * Gracionf: 5 
neſs of the Ways of God; How volun- 
tary our Evil, how free and abundant his 
Goodneſs, And if Men of licentious Lives . 
and infidel Minds will not be ſatisfied ws 

Vor. II, = 


fore, or does he hitmſelf, blame the Prince, 


y Is Au Patience i in 3 the Lord ; the 
" (they may obſerve) is not 
them, who have altogether - broken. 1. 
Yoke, and burſt the Beni, but t0 dhe 
Weary and nen 1 * 1 


to conſider. a 

Theſe, i in old Time were than that 
taining in their Minds a Senſe of. Religion 
and, in. ng . ihn, 


ſerve and ts ah all ſ uch Rites of Wor- 
ſhip, all ſuch Rules of Service, as they 
Were taught and perſuaded were 
to the Divine Power. Theſe they Fonnd 
difficult i in themſelves to keep, and atten- 
ded. with a low, or obſcure. "Encourage- 
.ment of Rewards, and of a Nature Jittle- 
N promiſing to reach their Ends; whereby 
their Difficulty was edema 3 80 wut 
Mens Conſciences were generally .buc- 
thened with a. Senſe of many : Failures, a 
to thoſe Obſervances; and remained under 
wide Doubts and Tm even when 


wo; na : «> » „„ * 


i 0 dil at Keopert 
of them, | To th thn our Land dire It 


bot the Whole 3 as Moſer allo, this Given 8 
of the firſt Law, called unto” it  thoſe-op» = 
rrefſed and e the Yoke of PA. 
ab, while the Egyptians were harden'd. 
You know, the Flearers of our Lord, 
wich I have deſcribed, were of the Jews 
1 Ferſuaſion; and may therefore cone 
" WY kcligionr; and reflecting upon the Hard- 
* WY flips, Emptinefs, and Uncertainty they 
bund in chat, under ſtood, by his Words, a 
Pomiſe of Relief from thoſe Urieafinedies. 
They muſt have been. excited to expett 
the Promulgation of a new Law, more 
benign and advantageous than what they 
ww labour d under. And it cannot be 
, our Lord's Intention was aggec- 
ties natural Conſtruction; had a 
Reference to the grievous Yoke and heavy 
burden of their Law. Which may alſo 
te collected from the In (as it 
ppears to me) of St. Puul, in his Epiſtle 
15 W e he calls that 8 , 
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XVI. berty wherewith-Chrift. bath wide" uh "fr 
And St. Perer alſo ſeems to have had in 


- Neck of the Diſciples. Nay, in the De- 


Bis Thoughts this Saying of his Maſte 
 whenin the Council of the Apoſtles 
Elders, (Acts xv. 10.) he expoſtulates wit 
thoſe, who would lay that Yoke bh 


cree of the Council itſelf, the ſame Allu- 
ſion and Interpretation appears at the'28th 

Verſe, for it ſeemed good to the Huh Gb. 
and to us, to 1 e 8 e er * 


DEN, | | 
ho cone 


Therefore, deten we come 
the abſolute Eaſineſs of Chriſt's: Command- 
ments (which may be the Subject olds: 
ther Diſcourſe) it will be proper to ſhew, 
that they are eaſy, comparatively, with the 
» Jewiſh. And that will be a juſt Ground 
of Encouragement and Thankfulnel; 
that God hath indulged greater Favours to 
the Chriſtian World, than to his ancient, 
and once peculiar, - People. But, to miſe 
that Thankfulneſs till higher, I will ade 
the Compariſon alſo. of the Heathen State 
of Religion; becauſe we are of that Race, 
and fo have been delivered, by the Goſpel, 
from a — Bondage, of _—_ 
 derper 


De. 2 10 n. 373 5 a 
keeper Miſery.” And tus the Proof pro- Sr. 
pounded i is, that the Inſtitution of Chriſt X XVI. ADE. 
is more gracious and eaſy, than any ner 
of religious Laws ſubfifting i in the World: 1 
before he came into it, the Teacher and. 3 
- Gaviour of Mankind. one 27% © 
The Jeus then, were under an Ap: 
pointment of political Statutes, and Cere- 
monies of external Worfhi b and Duties. 
Theſe were very numerous, coſtly, in- 
commodious, and rigorouſly enjoin d; 
Abſtinencies, Purifications, Oblations, Pe- 
regrinations, and Reſts; A Toke, fays the 
Apoſtle, that neither our Fathers nor ve 
were able to bear. That of the Heathen, 
in their ſeveral Countries, was, in this re 
ſpect, harder or eaſier, as their Superſti- 
tions varied; but every where more in- 
tolerable on another Score, namely, that 
they wanted the Encouragement of any 
certain or credible Account, that their re- 
1gious Rules came from God; and, conſe- 
quently, that the complying with them 
would be acceptable to him. For which 
Reaſon alſo, they muſt have laboured un- 
der extreme Trouble of Mind, with 
Doubts, —_— and Deſpair, concern- 
Bb 855 ing 


. 1 the 5 of x 1 m4 
XVI. * Aha | 


Of th Ke 4 e 


2 3 CF them to Gs: 


all I alm of, it..is- plan, 
have . by Tradition, or naw- 


rally fallen into, a Belief of the Neceſ- 
ſity of ſome Expiation for Guilt. Thi 
Was the Anxiety of Soul; Wherewith ſpall 
Ins beſore the Lord, and bow myſelf 
| Before the higb God? Shall I come Ife 
bim with Burnt-Offerings, &c. Hence an 
Infinite Number of unprofitable; and cruel 
Practices; forge of which the. Fews alb 
run into, as in the offering their Children 
to Malach. And though the Prophet, Juſt 
now cited, {ets them right in this. Part 
cular, yet they too had ſome. Diffiaulty and 


Uncertainty remaining, from the natural 


Apprehenſion above-mentioned, and the 


natural Unſuitableneſs of the Blood of Bull | 


and of Goats to take away Sins; andi fur 
ther, from an Obſervation very :obviow 
that the Law of Me/es-had, for many Tranſ- 

greſſions, provided no Sacrifice at al. 
Thus good-minded Men, before the De- 
fre of all Nations came, bore heavy Bur- 
1 and wearied themſelves in Things 
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thi Lifeeine Eee to ag | 
id the firſt Feſus or Sobuah give the * 


raelites Reſt; ET | 
they find, who come to Fefus Chrift, in 


fuller En W 11 round — _ 


everlaſting. - 

Another Thing, r es. that 
diſtinguiſhes the Facility and Comfort in 
the Service of the Captain of our Salva- 
tion, is, the expreſs Promiſes and particu- 
lar Declararions of Aids and Afiſtance 
Nothing, indeed, is more certain, than 
that all Men every where entertained a 
Belief and ExpeAation of Divine Affiſt- 
ance in Diſtreſſes, as all their Prayers wit- 

neſs : But it is alſo known. that few ex- 
tended this to moral Difficulties; and 
oy of their wiſe Men directly qucladet | 

; and, at beſt, the Notjons about it 


its but very general and obſcure. But 
now, how fhould a Chriſtian deſpair,” in 


reſiſting Temptations, ſudduing Corrup- 

tions, enduring” Afliions ? How ſhould - 

be not Wan in Hope, invoking, and 
B b 4 — _ giving 


1 2 Thanks a 6 
" preventing and  afifling Grices, that fare 


"EY 111 


us from all Surprize, and bring us out of 
all nn more than cm verors 2. To 
———— we een Gm! the Ex- 


| ample of our great Leader and Maſter, 


perfect in Doing and Suffering. We learn 
of him that is mee and lowly in Heart 
far unlike thoſe Maſters of the Jeus, who 

bound heavy Burdens, and grievous to le 
' born, and laid them on Mens'Shoulders, 


5 but would not move them themſebves with one | 


of their Fingers. And this puts me in Mind 
of the-Confidence and Strength, that- every 


Chriſtian may gather from the Pledges of 
God's Love to Mankind throu * the 


Tranſaction of the Myſtery of h Redemp- 
tion. He tbat ſpared not his own Son, but 
delivered bim up for us all; bow. ſhall by 


not with bim freely give us all Wings? 
And, Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love. 


. of Cbriſt? This Conſideration, if it be 
followed, will be found fo fruitful] of com- 


fortable Reflexions, as to be ſingly ſuffi- | 
cient for my whole Argument. It an- 


ſwers all LOG ections, makes all Labours de- 


lightful, 


— one. Thing n ves 
diſtinctly to be inſiſted on, before we di- 
miſs the Compariſon i in. Hand.; which 18 
the Point of Intereſt,  Doth Job fear God 
' for nought ? ſaid the Accuſer maliciouſl. 5 
Nothwithſtanding, all Mens Words, at 
laſt, Actions, confeſs, that in every tole- 
able Service or Labour, the Senſe of 
Uneaſineſs and Difficulty . riſes and falls 
in Proportion to the Value of their End, 
the Size of the Evil to be ſnunned, or the 
Good to be thereby attained. We may 
ſe, every Day, Men to make their For- - 
tunes, or, perhaps, avoid ſome domeſtick 
Preflure, abandoning, - with Chearfulneſs, 
Friends and Country; embracing arbitrary 
Commands with unknown Toils and Se- 
rerities, and lighting Captivity, Diſeaſes, 
Maiming, Death. Others, we may ſee, 
ſs happy Men, courting the like Oppor- 
tunities, envying, and, it may be, ſup- 
planting thoſe that have obtained them. 
And one might be infinite (though I con- 
tent my ſelf with one) in common In- 
ſances of voluntary huge Labour, which 
Mankind 


Pie? mg heir Bodies ns. Minds 
XVI. in, upon temporal Views, for 'the "Meas 
_ that periſbetb. But what urs theſe Hepes 


or theſe Fears? What the higheſt gecu- 
rity, Honour, Reward, of human Ser. 
vice, hen Life eternal is mentioned, and 
Death eternal? And ſuch is the Pear, 
ſuch the Hope, that puts on the Yoke, 
binds on the Burden of Chrift. - Theſe are 
the Wages of his Warfare. And this 


— Faith muſt, . with TI, over cum * | 


Wir E 5 

Harder it was, — a great deal, 
to gain that Victory, before Life and In. 
mortality were brought to Light through 
the Goſpel: Whenall, that remained among 
the Nations of the World, concerning Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in a Life to come, 


ſtood on an uncertain Tradition ; and that 


ſo blended and*disfigured with Fable, that 

(out of Poetry) it was ſunk into the Rank 
of old Wives Tales. So they were left to 
combat their Luſts in the Strength only 
(for ought appears) of Prudence, and na- 

tural Conſcience; having fo poor an Im- 
gination, and ſo weakly founded, of a 


future — z and being entertained: 
12 
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| Set of che Sadducees were proſrſt Unbe- 


to interpret, or . Account to ſup- 


of ale. ene e Ing) 9 
The Jeus indeed, Go — TV 1 
| Were — to their Obedienc 


Promiſes of Prapyrie 10 their Nation: 
But, for euerlaſting Felicity, the while 


levers; and the reſt (many of them to be 
ſure) entertained it but with a weak Faith, 
They had not in their Scriptunes ſuch di- 
rect, clear, particular Declarations, 48 we 

find in the better Te 


hereafter, agreeably to that Choice they 
ſhould make of either by their own Works 
here, Now the Belief of Man will be, 
(after reſpective Allowance for other things) 
but proportionable to the Nature of the 


Evidence for it. And, in the next place, 


he that believes thoſe Things, that would 
influence to good Lite, with a ſtronger 
Perſuaſion, preſerves his Inaocence moge 


eaſily ; and he. That Halievis chem with 4 


But we; in this Matter, 3 
Conſequence to make, or obſcure Paſlage 


* 


Nament, of the miſer 5 | 
able, and of the bleſſed State of Mankind 


XVI. The Reſurection of the Body, 
"OR irt 1 rtal 1 2 


ly and frequently, throughout "the New 
. Teſtament, explained unto us. The Pu- 


niſhment of the Breaches, and the Reward 


of the keeping our Law, is 1 known 
to us with the Law itſelf. - Or 


ver is our Judge. And we have only't to 
ſhew ourſelves Men; to be true to our 
Faculties, to our intereſt; to prefer the 


durable to the ſhort, the greater to the 


leſs; and the Law is "How Wan we are 
_—_— 
Let us therefore, as the preſet Som. 
ties admoniſh, bleſs and praiſe Almigiiy 
God, that our Eyes have ſeen his Safvation : 
Whereby he hath chaſed away the anci- 
ent Darkneſs ; and hath aſſured our Hearts 
before him, in a clear Knowledge 'of the 
Remiſſion of our. paſt Sins; and the per. 
petual Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to 
overcome their future Aſſaults; and ofthe 
bleſſed Crown of Immortality, to endeir 
the Means and aſcertain the a of * 
taining the Lame. 
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of Body and rw hor: Foy | 
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Proacbed the Sunday after Chu. 
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LOS Ger n 8 . 
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My 7 ole is 5 md my. ; 
a (5608 Bee: | 
B8oLUTE Liberty i — 
S839 chimerical Thing; in XVII. 
whatever Relation 'we YY 
ES conſider Mankind, either | 
> to one another, inferiors, 
or ſuperiors; or to the 
ns Majeſty of God. Indeed not only 
Man, but every 2 Nature, though 
©, Angel 
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| 2 without l. 
When nere Liberty 1s defended or bleſ. 
fed, good and ſenſible People mean by it, 
2 Condition as enjoyed under that S 
ment, which equally promotes the Welfare 
of all the Members. Accordingly, though 
our Lord and Redeemer came into the 
World, to proclaim Liberty to the Captives 
ard the opening of the Priſon to them that 
were bound; 10 proclaim the acceptable Year 
of the Lord, even an univerſal _ 
yet he cancelled not all JD. at! ns 
Rules of Life, but lighrened 175 Burden on- 
ly, and made the Tode eaſy. < 
Nor is this by any Means to bel interpre- 
ted as a Defect or Limitation of his Bounty, 
Tur knows none but the Capacity of the 
 Recefver. Diverſe of the prime Laws + 
Religion were held, the ſame as now, be- 
fore our Lord's Teaching, not ouly 
| bat Pagers alſo. For rag 
requiſite for the dubſiſtence of 3 
State, that common Senſe, and common 
Neoeſſity, were ſufficient to eſtabliſh them 
every where. Such appear the Injunctions 


of 


of the Goſpel 


the Rehraines of injury berlin e XVII. 
Ant Actions. He therefore, whoſe VE” 
Light was fo lighten the Gentiles, would not: — 
ertainly extinguiſh any that they had 
dready. If ſo; we ſhould not have ſuch 
Reaſon, as now, to rejoice, at theſe Times 
wherein we commemorate the Commence. 
ment of his Kingdom ever us, his taking 
th Heathen for his Inheritance, - and the | 
utermoſt Parts of the Barth for bis Pe. 
kom. The Graciouſneſs of our Lord's: 
Government, lies not, could not, nor can- 
wt lic, in relaxing the moral Lau, the 
tural Duties of Temperance or Fuſtice. 
For theſe Things are good. and profitable . 
to Men. And although it hath pleaſed 
Our Lawgiver, i in ſome of his Rules, rela- 
lng to them, inſtead of any Indulgence, 
to make the Obſervation more  ftreight, and 
the Particulars commanded or prohibited 
more 2amerous 5 yet is not his Tete there - 
fore grie vous to thoſe who take it upon n 
dem. For, as I ſhewed i in my former Diſ- 
courſe on theſe Words, wherein I chiefly 3 
handled the comparative Eaſineſs of th 
Chriſtian Lows he ach grate them, over 
and 


VII. Bond 


8 


be allowed, upon the whole Ma tter, that 


Points, unknown, or little ur der 


— great Advantages: Wor . 
n cowards the bearing it wit 0 
Wer wy uch ſmall L Differences, 1 1 


they do add ſome Weight to weir Buden 
Thoſe I then ſet forth as conſiſting inthe 


elder Times. The jr/t- was: a ae | 


Confidence to ſupport and Ws our e 
Endeavours of Obedience; ariſing from à Will 
pertain Knowledge of the Remmiſtion of our © 
Sins paſt: The Second, our ex; preſſed Pro- bi 
niiſes of Prevention and Afrftance in ſpiti- Wl 44 

tual Dangers and Diſtreſſes by the All- ©: 

| powerful Operations of the Cumfirter: © 
And the Third, a ſure Hupe of. infinite h, 
Reward in immortal Glory, brought 1 
Light by the Chriſtian Revelation, Tbeſe Wl vi 
Conſiderations, at the ſame Time that they In 

| demonſtrate the Graciouſneſs of dur Law, ill ** 

; in Compariſon with all former "Tnffitutions, My 
do alſo g a great Way to prove it . 
cious in itſelf, without the Advantage o by 

any fuch Compaifon. p 


— * * to private P 
ly conſidered, | with no Wands co 
te Difficulty of refogming iove ter ate H la- 


Je 

q uge of Devotion. and reigns 4 ces a 
oss of UE anf w gels and ee. 1 

e Warning given of en Infups: „ 
„de in keeping che other Sommandmenům. 


or, be, upon "Failures, are. — 
- foding Acceptance. : Laſt of all is an we 


Wer to the Didficulty of extreme Ge- 
ut, Vor. II. c S 85 es. 


is not rhe hon 15am but ente idm 
They have deen all Framed, and entered 
into, for the” __ —_ which" aro" th 


— 


Aue and ds, we 
they, in that Caſe, immedia 
and imbodied anew; all 
vinced, that without them the: — 5 is 
not habitable. Therefore the Citizew off 
it cannot, without forgetting thentſelves 
complain of thoſe Rules of Vittue 4s 1 
Grievance ; or imagine their Eftate 
be more flouriſhing under a Liber, wh 
u, or intemperate, ot eruel. 
Yet there may indeed be Pentel ular 
that entertaining no Regard for- e Whole i iti 


%s 


will mour at the Bu of any. RIM. - 
of it aba apmbog ee Look u. 
for their Luxury to waſts and/corrapt, rr. 
| their Craft and Strength tc 40 opprafs and 
ſal the Earth, But it is apparent, t 

eien of: theſe, not one in Five, thoufant 
would find hie Account in the ima 
TN n if the divine Laws were ! ; 
1 and all their: Selfiſhneſs: and every Ns 
left ms e kep 8 1 


——_— CF} wa” MF” 


— 4 Turn comes 


to be d or will the Remembrance 
of thy own former, Conduct icengthen 
Patience- under. the Retaliation? Few are, 
1 believe, the eaſier for, deſerving what 
they ſuffer, and having none to blame, but 
themſelves; And Men that will be ſelfiſh 
muy very oon find,” ho conan ner 
confidered the Wedknels Wie of their 
Nature or Fortunes 


nere 


i LW 2 , Solas (oe, 


Then, ſor eres and Abbes 
How many of thebi deſoy their Lives? | 
How many their Health? Home nau, 
their Eſtates? And are Paitzs and Sick neſs 
alter this 4 les Burden to the 3 
* 82 


: For thus it is, that | 


no doubt, if the Fear of 


9.5 


than the temperate and regular; into” th 


ing hoe a0 wg 


cannot open "4 
Eyes to obtain of them, by modertte 


bour and Reſtraint, for a ſhort! of 
deliver their Whole Age fi Vir 
convenience booms taki 


Number, that will act, * if yr 
in the midſt: of L Diſorder and "Lew 

inſure an unimpaired Health and unex 
Ned Eſtate. And it 8 


* have it) were removed; even & 
i . 6 ore 


the . "Things of: e ph ich is 
per ance. Not to ron farther i in a Su | 
tear Particulars: ;- Av Tees e ent 1 may 
lave it, upon what has been ſaid, to your 
own Thoughts, how Every Way miſerable 
c impracticable this Scheme of Licenti- 
wheſs is. And ſo 1 will the oppoſite 


Concluſion, namely, that if there, Were N 


wthing in Queſtion but the Er 
o this Life, he that obeys. the Laws #4 
Victue and Religion, is therefore likely, 
tking in the whole Length of it, to gain 
z greater Proportion of them than — 
noſt flagrant Libertine. 

Let us proceed, therefore, to the Caſe or 
hjuftice, Oppreſſion, or Fraud; and ſee, 
f it be not all one; if debarring a Man 
thoſe Practices be any more than ſtopping 
lus Way to a Gulph or Precipice, where, 

'C<e3 in 


and. Gd 36 hand, roqugh 0. — 105 
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eto Bs oj wn it wil he: acky 3 
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6 che. Underfundingsafhand 
People, and applaud their ern en 8 
great Vanity. For the Difference fangt 
- I lies in Conſcience. and hot in bil 
of which it is nao mighty Progk; 
the Kneve. However, tat is . 
Without Match, is maſtered b Numbes; 
and what is at preſent invincible, at no- 
ther Time, becomes an eaſy; Pe, There 
| is therefore no ſafe Building oper Wealth 
and Power, but on the Foundation x. of 
Tuftice, The other Way 
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with leſs . and Labaury bas cad 
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my Text ſpcaks to. This Penance: 


whale Life 6 ae then da tempted 


5 tink they could; do, (better with 
But cam he Eobiopion; "(fall * may 7 be 


ure ANGIE) jw _ 'Taſk cann 
N apicy 0 benen Defiance 

of es it is | Xecome, in ſome „ na. 
tral, e extirpars the rooted Erl. 20. EX | 
te the Hunger duds "Thirſt after" — 
wſneſs, But till this be done; till they 
xe at leaſt 20eary of their  Iniquities, and 
ſenſible of the heavy Burden of their d ins 
| count them not in the Number of thoſe 
ance is in- 

liſpenſable in old Offenders: And they 
themſelves, if they are true Penitents, and 
led with the Iadignation and Revenge 
due to their Crimes, will not defire to be 
Cecs - „ 


— 060 ee, ' Plecfentmeſs A 
their Paths," * w th tes ; 


Service; as Prayer, and = 
mord d Nb mee ; was appointed 
L obſerved to you in my former L Diſcourſe) 
to facilitate the Performance of the other 
Parts; as Means whereby we derive to 
ourſelves from above, Light and guctbn 
to ſupport and guide us where- ever ought 
may occur otherwiſe difficult. Notwith- 
ſtanding, this itſelf has been charged with 
Difficulty: by two very different Sorts: of 
People. The ft (if 1 —_— very 
bad, almoſt incurable, that turn all the 
another Way; would be religious-without 
Morality, and pervert the Adts of Dero- 
tion, that ſhould help them to become 
good, to make them eaſy in continuing 
wicked. But when any ſuch: wor” it hard 
a and uncomfortable approachin 
to God! in any of his n it is 5 wellfir | 
5 3 them; ; 
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And a a comfe 0 r 4 


their Sincerity. But ſince it muſt 


according to the Variety of Aan _ 


is great, and ſome of them, probably, pe- 


culiar to a very few People): i would: be 


tedious, and of little Uſe, to give it in this 
Place, As to our Argument, let it ſuffice 
to ſay, in general, that the Difficulties 


complained of ariſe not from the Duties: 
hemfeves, but from divers well- meaning 
Miſtakes about the Nature and Extent of 


them. The devoutly- diſpoſed have | fol- 


lowed, perhaps, rather the moſt zealous, 


than the moſt diſcreet Guides z or (which 
may be more common) have applied to 
themſelves the Directions intended for 
Chriſtians of a different Circumſtance and 
Capacity. Therefore; in the mean while, 
it is to be allowed, that 'the Duty, when 


. will be found e a : 


if 


© While 
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fame Conſideration.” Þ dowel Pe 
a neglect religious Offices, becauſe they 
have no Senſe of Religion and itt Laws 


5 nnen double e. 


Conviction 45 their Duty ta 


Rules of Life given in Scripture 4 whoilee 


their Reaſon, and dread their 'Sandtion ; 


5 and yet pay but a cold Regard to the im. 


mediate Acts of Worſhip and 'Ordinanees oſ 
the Chriſtian Temple. Theſe, it maybe, 
labour not a little to obey the former Rule; 
but meeting with an Oppoſition too migh- 
ty for their natural Strength, in which 
| they have preſumed mainly to truſt;\end 
in a wicked Deſpair, and concluds the 
Law of God too hard for all their poſſible 
- Endeavours. And indeed, Without thie, 
O God, it is impoſſible to pleaſe thee ; Nel 


ther haſt thou promiſed the Holy Spirit, 


but to them that ak thee. 


And let 80 


Man, — undervalue the Means of 
Grace, 
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|. | Let us 
ak that we may receive,; let us proy with- 15 
out ceging; that is, uſe a conſtant rept. . 
ar Devotion ; endeavouring, indeed, as 
if all lay in ourſelves, but imploring ſtill 
the divine Aid, as knowing that icht 
it we can do nothing, nor obtain it by any | 
other Means. There muſt, therefore, be 
no parting Virtue, and Religion; no rai- 
fag one, to depreſi the other: But the 
Myſteries , and the Moralities; muſt ſtand 


together. And thus only, even the wiſeſt 


Men, ſhell find Rall to their Souls; and 
know that the whole. Law is eaſy to be | 
kept, though a Part was not. | 
Theſe are the moſt obvious and 3 | 
Views of our State, and Apprehenſions, 
with regard to Religion ; wherein I have 
vindicated the gracious Equity of Chriſt's 


| Commandments, It is impoſſible, within 
the Compaſs of ane Diſcourſe, to enter 


a We uo ben, how ahey av . 
to = reſtored and ine 


| famptions in religious Moti vhich we 
g f ite. I proceed, therefore, inflead of 
% Anfers, only to produce Base vg 
Proof of the Eaſineſs and Reaſo 


of our Duty, in whatfoever N A 
ces. It ariſes from the Nature of dhe ge. il . 
 neral Injunction ; ; which is no other, than 1 
to require of Man a conſtant, unfeigned | 
Endeavour to pay Obedience according 10 6 
the Meaſure of his Light and Strength 7 
and where he fails, as ſoon as it is per- 15 
ceived, Repentance and Amendment * To 0 
which. Pardon is promiſed, and Accep- ll «. 
tance of ſuch Obedience, Soon though (t 
imperfect. You ſee the Grace of the Naw * 
Cpvenant. 80 St. Joby, in his firſt Epiſtle, 7 
Chap. ii. My little Children, theſe Things 7 
write I unto you, that ye fin not. Anf 
any Man fin, we have an Advocate with th 
_ the Father, Tefus Chrif the righteous | jo 
he is the Propittation for our Sins. Þ 1 
this is the true Meaſure, both of Labour pe 
impoſed, and Lenity indulged, by out Gt 


* The Heart he does * Low- 
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PS thi 
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an appear ; an Advocntsf toe | In 
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| to our Mole, th te eaven. . 


A Word more may, . * 
requiſite with reſpect to C 


xe attended With A 
Rewards 4s extraordinary. 
Senſe, and. the Faith, have been ſafficiens 


(o the Glory of the Divine Grace) to 
make the good and faithful Soldiers of 
Jeſus Chrift even e in _—_ Poſts of 7 


Honour , © 


And all Qhriſians, 1 Solas,” upon 


ſlices now. and evermore, with I 


ving, for the good State. (we ſee) the Gol 


pel hath introduced into the World; E 


. of Light and Aﬀerance, of Grace Ef. 
and 


—AIC! confeſſedly DX 
rigorous and extreme, as, for Example, - 
Martyrdom, or Confeſſorſhip, | which we 
how, the Malice of ſome Perſecutors may 
make ſeverer than the other. And f, ijt 
may be ſaid, theſe Caſes are extraordinary; 1 
e that if „er they 5 


* 


the whole, have abundant Reaſon to. * . 


make the Trial, raſte and fee, * 4 them 


0 1 3h upon er Rr bock at a Moree 

| Anſterity, the aber, cr en 
| Goſs Guike nor r mb kirnes in et 
Things, which" thei Temper or A 
diſtinguiſhes thefnſelves by. 


e the E And 4 "Ol 
| or chutlih, in afking, or 'recei * 
Things ies ir” oh t % A 
liberally and u rardeth not or I e 
ſuch a Benefactor; nor yet any thing af. 
fictive; dejecting, or melaneholy,” : Wo 
fon and Fuſtice, Condut? and Temperance, 
Charity and © Beneficence. But if any be 
difingermous 3'if any can be  inentſble of 
| Theſe ſweet and powerful Motives'to' Cov- 
rage, Obedience, and Thankfulneſß And 
muſt be told, that the Comn . 
the Conſequence, will prove grievits- 2 


deed to them lone ; that the Memory ind 
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Then "ae % his 10 the 4 
855 and 70 578 £5 Wſciples,; 2 aying, The 
Seribes aud the Phariſees. fit in 
at... All therefore what- 
ſoever they bid . N 90 
Fg and ddt .  ® 


Anger Words of + our 
bleſſed Lord apparently 
aſſert a great Authority 
to the Teachers of Re- 


ed. And if that be pro- 
v8; chert may be formed from them 4 
juſt Conſequence, in which the Teachers 
of Religion at this Day, and their " 


1 


2 Ale Fo Auna that of 
thoſe” under the Daw. Wr, it is true, 
if we follow St. Paul, preach not on- 
ervrs, bur” Chrift Jeſus the Lord; and 
urſelves your - Servants for Jeſus Sake, 
And where the Miniſters of Chriſt's Re- 
gon pretend to be the Maſters. of Men's 
Faith, (as in the ſenſeleſs Uſurpation f 
Pepery) evidently they depart from, and 
even affront, that me: go and Rule of the 
Apoſtle, 71563 
But then it is likewiſe ed that 1 no- 
: thing is of greater Uſe for the Inſtructi- 
7 Au Peace, and the true Piety of 
Mankind, than a right Apprehenſion and 
Regard of the different Stations amongſt 
them; as in this Caſe of Hearers and 
Teachers z Which in that Reſpect hold the 
Place of Superiors and Inferiors * Although 
in other Reſpe&s Hearers may be the St 
feriors, and Teachers may be, and ought 
to behave as, their Inferiors. Mean while, 
enter not upon this Argument without 
being ſenſible, what a Diſadvantage and 
Vor. II. „ 


3 


Kan. Body a and — NA fs 
= Remedy, if Diſputes on bela. Matte 


| faking and chufing their Religion) | whe 
out once. conſulting with their 2 


confeſſed Enorance on their own part! 


| Why commonly diſtinguiſhed by nothing! 


| Affair of Religion, to gratify. our Humour 
| wilful and-groſly affected Ignorance, k- 


if Men' $ Practice too eee often ſcan 
dalous to others and pernicious to them T 
ſelves ? Do not Men now-a-days determine 
in Religious Points, (nay in the,yery; 


Guides: And this under a notoriohs 


And what is the Guide extraordinary to 
whoſe Leading they abandon. thenalelyes} 


but a great Preſumption, and a little veady 
Craft. It is therefore a light Faneyy 0 
Intereſt rather, baſe Intereſt, that ce 
them away, trampling, with Contempt, of 
Holy Things. For what elſe is it, in i 


or Occaſions: under the vain Shelter 


ing a poor Merchandiſe of eternal Salyati- 
on, 3 eternal Da e 


ol 


1 


t 


heart, 


| Wl Reply): t muſt be 4 ; 
| en 1 whether'a, Man. 80 

ung the Thing, is a Teſpiſitg of all both 5 
zr and ung. Suppoſe we then, that 
t were the Truth, which he goes over to:: 
Can that avail him, that is carried. by - a 
nfidel apoſtate Heart? No, doubtleſs, he 
that quits Errur, not. ail is ſo, but 
fir ſuch bad Reaſons as he would: with 
qui Readineſs quit che Trurb z ſhall, for 
þ quitting it, find as ſore a: Judgment, 8 
im the Searcher of Hearts, as if it had 
ken the pure and holy Truth, from vrhich 
he revolted. And Aſem likewiſe of all re- 
ious Profeſſions, would treat in the fame 
aner theſe wicked Wretches, who do 
Wy Efec, affront all Profeſſions, were Re- 
on the only Concern; and the ſtreng- 
tening a Faction, did not, under the Co- 
bur of it, wy Joo. N . 
„ 

We muſt not therefort 
ments that may : guard againſt - ſuch 
Wickedneſs ; though: ſome ſhould conſtrue 
theaking in cur'own-Cauſe, It is in truth 
I no Means leſs the Cauſe and Intereſt of 
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St er Nei unh, Eee lab 
BE = Guides in Religion, n be « pms 


ite to receivr the Beadfit "fit An 
phage: ſuffered do kel i. 1 


Jeſus Chriſt, muſt, — bs 
Nai Salt; bo it imports thebny Ehe be 


impeached, and not drop then Cin fa 


Let it chen not be regarded, who 4 
| had thenſchues faid to the People re 


S they eanndt be more 


— — —— 
for ever. Therefore, as the Mi 


ſtle, approve tbemſelves your Sth 


in ſome. Reſpect, given them n differ 
Character, and charged them wa fol 
ther Commiſſion, to «vow. thoſe alſo-whe 


Fear of Reproach. For they wende m 
veſted with ſuch Rights or PO 
re 


but what is ſpoken. Suppoſe the A 


We fit in Moſes FR e — 
ere ee ch jon 
obſerve and doe It had been hot Ws? 
r Mivhahs 


— 


II 


i had been alſo a prope E 
Truth : And to have Right" * 
e been a faulty reſt 


have excuſed 80 God. 3 
Let us come to pf RY ; is : ar th 


| Senſe of the Text, and ſhew, that it gives 
_F great Authority to the Teachers of Reli- 
gion in it mentioned ; and that they are 


the ordinary, regular, Teachers of the Le- 


nitical Eftabliſhment (for it is chene we 


| make our Way to the Cbriſtian. ) 


Wa Phariſees ace here intended ; ſecondly, 
E , * in Mo ofes Seat ; ' thirdly, 

7 given concerning n 
that fit there, to obſerve. and 4 al what 
ſever they bid. 


perform this, conſider, firſt, wu Ar Seribes. 


It is neceſſary (to do this Kitty) that we 
firſt examine both what goes before and 
comes after the Text, ( though of fome 
= CO the Scribes and Pha- % 

Es riſees 


: ; \ 4 
q 1 ; 


which ae our 1 yal Vatry 
into Jeruſalem (Verſes 9. and x67 of che 
Xxiſt Chapter ) the Dignity of, his Refer. 
mation in driving profane Commg e ont 
of the Temple; (the 12th and hn 
his miraculous Works of Healing, with 
which he cloſed that great Day, dhe 
14th. Verſe; all theſe 1 the Jrwjf 
Maſters with Envy and Jealouf 3 ſet them 
eagerly, upon examining, contradi Ring 
and enſnaring. So it follows : Au when 
the Chief Prieſts and Scribes ſaw the un 
derful Things that he did, and the Children 
crying in the Temple, and ching. Haan 
to the, Son of David, they + Were Joe G 
pleaſed. And the next Morying, # 
he was returned from Bethany. t 
fem, and was come into the Temple; (Ve a 
23.) the Chief Prieſts and the Elders of il 
People; (or, as it is in St. Mark), the Chi 
 Priefts, and the Scribes, and the Flt: 
came unto him as he was teaching, and ſud 
— * what * 4. thou * * 


mark, deen he Prom: — - 
: 2 7 Join K 4 4. 's, 5 


lea of the fung N Rank mithaho@ e 
alled Chief :Priefts. e that is, 
(evidently) the maſt eminent and learned 
of the Leuitical Prieſthood. But, to pro- 

ed — This Infidelity in them, and Op- 

Wy poſition, fo ill-ſuited with their Profeſſiun, 

dur Saviour rebukes at the agth Verſe, by 

the Parable of the #400. Sn; and imme - — 

WT datcly after that (the 33d) oy another. of = 

be Houſeholder, who let au bis Vineyard * 

„ Huchandmen. At the End of both theſe. 

its faid, Iden the Chief Priefts an Pha-. 

riſes had heard this Parabley they. per. 

carved that beepake of them. The Word 

Scribes is now changed for the Word Pha- 

riſes ; but there is no Change of the Per- 

ſons ; that is plain by the Context; and I 

need not explain how well the People are 

ceigned in the Parable by the Vineyard, 

D d 4 


— be let but. Aid we 
are come to the End of the xriſt C N 
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caddy nw next Words ap 
went the | Phariſees, and : #00k Counſel how: 
they might entangle bia in bis Talks , 
they. ſent out unto him their Diſciples aun 

-- the Herodians. - Though Phariftes . 
here expreſs d, there can be n | 
upon reading the whole, butthe ame 
before, are {till intended: And according - 
ty, both St. Mark and St. Late, for Phs- 
riſees, have it Chief Priefis and Scribes yo 
which alſo, what I have cited from gt. 
Matthew, chat they ſent their Diſciples 

1 _ perfedtly W 1. 12 4 


o . a8 ks: had-done the 

And one of their N 

(that is, one ſtudlied in the 

or, as it is in St. Mark; a Seribe) 


him a Queftian, ' tempting bim, i. e. trying 


his Skill, Verſe 354" But the Succeſs went 
had equiteg bei Queſ 

ceming Chriſt the San 

tention ends, with the Chapter, in their 
publick Defeat and Shame. Upon which, 
immediately, .Chriſt turns bis Diſcourſe ta 
the People and the Diſciples, in the Words 


of my Text: The Seripes and the'Phari. 
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f theſe Men in Moſes Seal, 
ew 2 we in 
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L admitted, was, that 
Teachers ruſt be the Men, the chief u 


e Lakes hack 
Uſurpers of that Seat. But 
| 2 late Writer on the Place, 1 
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Moſes, But this 
For almoſt all 


2 


good Deal of ei In 
Hand; what more obvious and Tuitable 
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Argument ; 3 Which is, that ae . | 


fa Seat is explained of. preaching i the 1 Z 
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of Moſes, without any Certain, with- 
out any Example, of the Dees: eat 
ing that Senſe: But on che oth r H. 
js well known, that the Words er 
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dered Seat or Chair, Was ( commo 
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red by Scripture, © car 
proved, is the A * mw m- PI 

ed, to be 61vzx them in Scripture. "And 
when THAT is done; muſt” it not appes ar 
abſurd to labour Ke i" neu mu 
Kling that which is to, 
jarticular, mot accommoda cau 
Notes 2 the Audience, 4nd likew 
agrecable to the Truth itſelf of the Caſe ho 
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in 2 Laer Bhd and Bind, 
tween Plea and Plea; and bet 
and Stroke, being Matters A | 
within thy. Gates; then'ſha 

get thee up into the Place 

thy God ſhall chuſe ; 4 

to the Fe os. 


tence ay * fad hi Gate do-ce.. 
carding to the Sentence, which they "of that 
Place (which the Lord ſhall chuſe) ſhall 
ſew thee, and thou ſhalt-' obſer e to do a. 
cording to all that they inform-thee +4 with 
much more, and more ſtrongly. expreſs! 6 
to the ſame Purpoſe... Nes 
cauſe this Place, at firſt View, ſeems t 
regard only Matters of Property, and e 
baſſes, and Crimes, (which being of a civil 
Nature, 
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a th "comparing the xixth of the 
| Hl Dogk of the. 2 


es, ie: follows dns: eee 
alen did Jebeſapbut ſet of the 

| reſts, and of the Chiefs”. the Fa: 
 thers f Ira, for - the Fudgment | of * 


'y u ſhalt even warn them 1 the pee XVI 
ji again} the Lord, and þo "Wrath come 
| upon you and upon your Brethren, - This do, 5 
and ye ſhall not treſpaſs. - And beltold n 
| riab the. Chief Praeft is over. you in ALL 0 
MaTTERs or THE LoRD ;. and Zebudia 
the Son of Iſhmael, . the Ruler of the Hate 
of Judab, for all Tos Kong's . * 
Allo the Levites e rs Du. 
1 evident, 8 Nan d ete 
to the original Law in Balg g, and 
it is THAT which he i is reviving and exe- 


euting. So theſe two Places wake a com- 


pleat Proof of the Power for judging « Con- 
troyerſies (religious eſpecially) given the 
Levitical Prieſts by the Law of God. And 

to cloſe. this Argument of their Teaching 

and Judgment, I will alledge but two mare 

out of the Prophets. The firſt; Ezet. xliv. 

23, 24. where it is faid of the Prieſts, 


they ſhall teach my People the * Ts 


between the holy and profane, -and cauſe 
them to diſcern Bing, the unclean and the | 
chan. And in Controverſy they ſhall Rand 
in Judgment, and they ſhall judge it accar- 
ding to my Judgment And Cas 8 
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Dk N. my Lou and Statutes i in 5 vane 4 fe „ 
XVIII. and they ſhall ballow my Sabbaths*; ; that k 
F —_ (farely) ſhall cauſe to be hallowed, and eau 
| 570 be kept. The ſecond is, Mal. ii. 5. For the 
FP Lips ſhould ſor ſhall Beep A. 

| ledge, .and they ſhould [or Shall] ſeek" the 
Lau at his Mouth : For be 7s the Meſſen- 
ger of the Lord of Hoſts. The latter 

Words are thoſe I infiſt upon, as indiſpy- 
tably coming home to the Point. For het 
is that M. Non, without which St. Paul 
underſtood no true Preacher? | How, faith 
he, ſhall they preach, except they be. font? 
Here is the Authority, given by the"Lird 
of Ho ofts, though conveyed and communi- 
_ cated by the Hands of Men, to that facred 
Order; the Authority, which inſtalled 
| them i in the Seat of Moſes. 

And now we are come to the third Con 

ſideration; of the Commandment which 
our Lord gives concerning them that ft 
there, namely, Yo obſerve and do all wht- 
Joever they bid. It is for the Sake of u 
that we RE labour'd the former two; 
and have now made the Way clear to it: 
As likewiſe, it is for the Sake of the fame 
(I perceive) that Men have been wreſtin 
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Ab this or — 2 Texts — "EX 2 -- 
the Truths 1 have proved; a8 may be tra- XVIII. 
ted in their Verſions, and Commentaries, NOTING. - 
and Diſputations. A vai n Fear poſſeſſed = 
them, that if the former Part of the Words 
were underſtood, as we have truly ex- 
plained them ; theſe latter ſhould ba : 
Men to renounce (on many 1 
their own Under/tandings, with the holy 
Truth of God iel. and wilfully blind to 
follow blind and corrupt Gdides. The 
Precept is, indeed, general, Do all what- 
ſever they bid; neither have we any Ex- 
ception expreſs'd at Hand. But, what 
then ? Should Men therefore' be miſlead, 
who have ſtudied at all the Language and 
Manner of the Holy Scriptures ? In them, 
ſurely, it is common, as it is in other Wri- 
tings of popular Uſe, to omit the Excep- 
tions incident to the Rules of Action pre- 
ſcribed, and leave them to be found out 
c elſewhere expreſſed, or by the Applica- 1 
tion of © other general Rules in the ame Mf 
Book, or even by the evident Reaſon of 55 

the Thing itſelf. And do Men fail to 
ind them out, where their Intereſt and 
Paſſions are unconcerned. Children, obey 
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| | Obey in all Things - your 11 ers i 
en we Piſs: And ny = Heh . 
| ſubmit yourſelves. * 01 7 62 
Huſband; as unto the Lond. In all 
no reaſonable Man is at 21% 
there are Caſes, where the Rules may, a 
muſt be, . departed from, ' though.a 
tioned and annexed i in each Place. e 8 
ſurely it is here in the Matter 1 
Teachers of the old Law. The Þ 
were to obſerve and do all what ſrewe 1 


bid in religious Affairs; that is, ordinariy Salo 
but not univerſally z not. forgetting, either 
| themſelves, or their- Teachers; to. be Mer, N 
and the Servants of God; who made ü Lg 
rational, and neither infallible. +. Id 
But I ſhall reſume this Subject ok le 
I come to apply theſe Things to. tim 
Teachers of the new. Law; And „ ve b 
ſhall do, God willing, in another Bite tc cc 


Mean while, not to conclude this: witho 

Wb practical, let me exhort you, 1 

you would not appear in the lte 

God and Man, to hold Religion th 
| cheapeſt of all your Concerns, . that jo 

employ : as much Caution, not to be & 
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nd reſolute to N 8 f thoſs chat he can 

ind moſt able tot teach bim; do you. not ace, | 
count ſuch a one yoid of common Senſe ? 
And what then can be thought or faid 
ad enough of Him that will-ſeek no In- 
formation, but walk On ſtupidly in Dark 
nefs, where the Honour of Gad, and the 
lalbation of his PV 12 are in e 


„ 
Ez + 
A 


Now let us pray to God, the Father of 


ad allo to give. us Grace „ to make cue 

dinar' "Means of Light by 
lim appointed, that by our deſpiſing them 
ve be not found Lovers of Darknck, and 
e condemned t to dhe for wer e ever. | 
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eee Babs of 
an 
MA k. xiii 1, % Nc 
Ther pale Jeſus to the Multitude, WM «© 
and to bis Diſciples, ſaying, 1 8: 
Seribes and the Phariſees fit inW © 
1476 Seat, all therefare what- W 
© ſoever they bid you UW that He 
e and do. 7 bs 
8 n HEN John the l fe 
Y. | ſent his Diſciples to ak t 
our Lord, if he were the = 
Chriſt or Meſſiah; a pri-W Ra 
| cipal Sign he gave them, W, 
r to judge him ſo to be, wa, = 
| 45 the Poor have the Gupel HO 


them... "This. is, the < true. * . lence, and Sum. | 


And- 5 it is eculiar to it e . U * 


if we reflect, that i in elder Times, among 6 
the Jews, as both Evangeliſts. nd Prophets 
witneſs, the Multitude were . as. Sheep not 
having a Shepherd ; and for the reſt of the 
World, that the Teaching of Virtue (and 
chat cut off from Religion). few. were ca- 
pable of, only ſome of the Men, of Lei- y 
ſure and Speculation, . But now the ſhining + 
of the Goſpel pierces into every yin ; 
and enlightens even the obſcureſt Cottage. - 
No Man is ſo buſy or laborious, no Man 
gt or plain and. rude; but is quali- 
fied and called to be a Cog W 
Chriſt, $a TOE, 
Nov ſince hs very . Des grees 
Humanity, are raiſed to this glorious Pri- : 
lege, we may be ſure, God, who of his 
Grace, hath fo appointed it, hath alſo ap- | 
pointed Means proper to direct and ſupport. 
that Weakneſs. Chriſt would have his 
Church comprehend of all Nations, all 
| Ranks, Ages, and Tempers of Men and 
Women: And he that would have ſuch 
a City or State as this, ſubſiſt without Go- 
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Kind: And if by invifble, 1 
Means, without the external and bunian, he 
is fallen into an Enrbufaſm, convicted ty 
Rraſon, and Experience, and Seriptue. 
But though this Conſideration will Wei, 
With Men, not prepoſſeſſed, or of mat 

2 yet fince the moſt yroper and 
voſt, in any Matter "of Ife 


| vill'return v6 the Holy Scriptures al 
purſae the Diſcourſe, begun "upon dt 
Words of dur Lord, Tbe Scribes und the 
Phariſees fit in Moſes Seat. All therefore 
whatfver the bid yo her, tht re 
and the. ant 

x be already ited, That by the 
pr e is to be under 


th barng teri e rec, 


dere, to declare the Law of 


eee li inde of the Way RN 
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And now T conte-to make x 


ifi Stove! In Going Wasch, 
Step ſhall be to „ that our: * 
given Iiæe Authority to the Minifters of bn 
1 he aſſerts in che Text, * 
the Uri fon 1-6 Is Circur | 
the Text, to en the — iel 
Extent of that Authority: And the T, 
to aſcertain further the Limits, and 0 
jaſtif/ the CO of it, "againſt 
tions. 

1 the a When n by & the 
gion were ere und at i 
by the Impoſition of their Hgnds; 
well known, this Appointmen 
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f of. Years,. no others were received. a Y or a y 
the Believers. Through their + hne 
the Truth paſſed to the Gentiles, Her 
upon it is manifeſt, that theſe Men. 
| bred; te the Reverence of the - Mok 
cal Prieſthood, would naturally look, up- 
on the Miniſters of Chriſt's Religion by 
them embraced, as equal, at loaſty to the 
_ other, except they were otherwiſe taught, 
They underſtood: their Religion as the 
Improvement and Perfection of the Jewiſh, 
and the Author and High- prieſt f it 
worthy * more Glory than Moſes. Lt us 
therefore, wherein Chriſtians 
dere otherwiſe taught; and ſee hat R 
ceßptions or Abatements are made dyn | 
nſtitution to the Functions and Author 
ty of its Miniſters: For the firſt Believers 
muſt certainly have received and delivered: 
them the ſame with the former Appoint- 
ment, where the ſucceeding made no Di- 
ſtinction: Neither can we now find any 
Reaſon to think otherwiſe than they did. 
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| nifſtry,. It is, the directing of Sacrifices 
and other Rites of Fudaiſm... To theſe 


the Apoſtles and Teachers * Chriſtianit 
had no Acceſſion, They were under a 
tion, to be exe- 


92 ns 


5 Sentence, at leaſt, of Abolition, 
cuted in few: Years with an irr 
Deſtruction of the Place and Temple o 
which they were confined. But other 
Adminiſtrations of our Lord's inſtituting 
were put into their Hands, 1 of no 
| leß Dignity. 

The ſecond Differance, relates to d 
Power and Authority. And this indeed is 
total; and, as is manifeſt, of very great 
Weight. The Mo oſaical Prieſts were by 
God appointed Judges or Aſſeſſors in the 
Controverſies of Property, and Treſpaſſes. 
and Crimes. So we fee in Deut. xvii. 8, 
Ge. which I had Occaſion to alledge in 
my former Diſcourſe, Now with this Ju- 
riſdiction, we own, the Chriftian Teach- 
ers, as ſuch, have Nothing to do. The 
Reaſon appears in Scripture. Our. Lord, 

from whom ey receive all the Authority 


they 
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to 3 Pre Will of ki F ber 5 as 9 50 is thi | : I 


Author and Lawgiver of our Chriſtian] g 4 


| ſtitution ; 5 it pleaſed him to appear 1 


of all ſuch Power, and to diſavow it; declar- 4 


ing himſelf no. Judge or Divider over Men, 


and that his King dom is not of this World. * 
Neither is it at l ſtrange, that ihe . 


niſters of Chriſt (a Teacher ſo much Wi A 


er, and of Things fo much more = 


lent) ſhould be Tafiriar herein to thals of | 
Moſes. The Narrowneſs of | Mojes's Dil 3 


: penſation, and the Greatneſs of Cbriſt s, ib 


apparently the Cauſe. That of Moſes was 


. given to one People, and that p hen fr | 5 


forming into a/Common-wealth, Almighty | 


God himſelf preſcribing them, at the ſame 


Time, both religious and civil Laws. Bt 


the Religion brought into the World oy 


| Jeſus Chriſt was to be an univerſal. | 


ſing, 4 Light to lighten the Gentiles, ad f 
not only the Ghry of Iſrael. So that. if it 
had Pleaſed him to * che Miniſters. of 


. States of the hed: | * y rom = 
it, as we haye ſeen ; and if we may udge 
by the Expreſſions, « or by the. N nee f 
| 1 left every one of ther 2 untouch- 
ed in the ſeveral Models he fourd chem , 
together with what Liberty 
ture had before given, either to retain or 
to reform them. And theſe are the only 
Differences, that have any Appearance of 
affecting our Purpoſe, which I find be- 
tween the Miniſtry | of the old and new 
Law : Of which, the fen, at the Foot of 
the Account, makes no mater atement 
or Alteration in Honour or Authority ; but : 
the latter does it very conſiderably, yet ſo 
as not to touch, in the leaſt, on that Part 
which is merely ſpiritual or religious. 
Some may think they find a Ground of 
further Difference from the general Teach- 
ing of the Spirit i in the later Days. _ But 
| they may ſee, no ſuch Uſe can be made of 
it, if they conſider, that it is the Same 2 
rit, who has — Guides in the 


| n will Frelbme upbn 1 fart = 
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* the Man, that that, 


Inſpiration, goes out of the Way 


Spirit of Truth, N be bewildered. ty 4 F f 


Spirit of Error. 


But there is more i Appratias of Weight. 
in other Objections, For ſome Pages 
of Scripture may ſeem to deny a  Autho- 
_ rity to the Miniſters of Chriſt's Goſpel. 
He tells them, St. Matthew XX. 25, Cc. 


(to which may be reduced the correſpon- 


dent Places in St. Mark and St, Lake) Ye 
- know, that the Princes of the Gentiles: ex- 
erciſe Dominion over them, and they that 
are great, exerciſe Authority upon "them, 


But it ſhall not be ſo among you : But als. 
foever will be great among you, let bim be 


your Miniſten; and whoſoever will be chief” 
among you, let him be your Servant: Eum 


as the Son of Man came not to be miniſter d 


unto, but to miniſter. Here is Humility 
and Service enjoin'd, and Authority ex- 
claded, But let us not deceive onrſelves 


; with 
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| ff bur Porn we haye already ſeo 
ed, an Authority over the dies and Goods 
Hey Men. e Occaſi Ot of the Words 
among * * and their eat . 
in their Maſter's Kingdom: For we 8 Gr 
they then expected it ſhould be a fempν]] = 
Dominion. This likewiſe the two Exam - * 
ples ſhew ; that, Which, in theſe Wor, 5 
they are "forbidden; a 1 that which they 
are required, to Khew⸗ The Kings and 
Rulers of the Gentiles were cloathed with | 
and exerciſed a temporal Authority: And 
our Lord; notwithſtanding the Humilia- . 
tion of. his n 1 exerciſe a fr. i 
tal. f | 
Another Place remains, hich hits 4 
ſtronger Appearance of eſtabliſhing "= 
Difference we inquire about, where it is 
faid, Matth. xxiii. 6, Cc. The Scribes 
and Phariſees love the. uppermoſt Rooms art 
Feaſts, and tbe chief” Seats in the Syna- 
gogues, and Greetings in the Markets, and 
to be called of Men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But 
be not ye calles Rabbi: For one is _= 


dam. Bat let it 1 os „ that ju 
befoue theſe Words are ths * ray 4 
5 and.P 


f the Authority; that is aſſerted. in 
Words, can n be condemned in the 1 


firſt; their Pride, and fecondly,.. He 
"ration of public Reſpee?, Place and 


 Dedfors and Guides, if Men 
forget themſelves to be 
and Servants, and aſſume Deminion over 


e. e ths Miaiſtets of 2 e. 4 "Y i 
| the Miniſters of -Moſes; do "nk make 6 
Difference but with Reſpect to theſe Cor 
intime; it is a ſtrong Preſumption there 
it no other: And that the Thin ng not pro- 
hibited in them to the Servants of Chriſt, 
and juſt before expreſly | allowed and con- 
firmed to the Succeſſors of Moſes, was to 
belong to the w_ as fully as ever 1 did 
do the other. "I 
Now after this Fw S Sone 
through, that ſo far as no [Different Was | 
put by our Lord between the Authority 
" bis o, and the preceeding Winds, 
tion, it was natural, or rather nebeffary to- 
the I to underſtand it to be 
let us _— Gus that the 
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| given -rotthe Twelve a nor hat ts 
the ne rr when. he ſent'th x 
to this Age 8 diſputed, 2 there Wann 
time to juſtify it. But hear his Auf 
to Peter's Queſtion, Luk. xii. 4 \hank 
Jpeakeſt thou this Parable! unto us, ar 
to all? The: Parable was that of the Ser- 
vants walching for their Lord's Ramm 
| Who then, ſaith he, is that Faithful 4nd 
aſe Steward, whom his Lord. fhall's 


Ruler over bis Houſhold, to give. them their 


Hartion af. Meat in due. Seaſon? I vs 
Stewardſhip over Chriſt's Houſhold. is:ibew 5 
indeed directly owned in the An on- tot 
ly. But St. Paul applies it; not only» 6 
himſelf; often; but to Tauchen likewik , 
below him, 1 eee ſtiling them wo Wl 
' Stewards of the Myſteries of God. Rod in 1 
his Epiſtle to Titus, generally and indi- 0 


deer to all _ or " by 4 the 
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by himſelf. 
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MY they teach no other. Doctrine; and'again, 
{Chap. is. Pr.) Theſe Things command ; or 
charge; or denounce? It is the ſame. Word 
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